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■TEL ; AViy,- — £Fhe L-hea&s &:pic 
■Jewish Agency and WorkT Zionist 
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more settlements hearth e Lebanese 
border andcoinvest millions ofdaL 
•lais in improving the' economic fn-* - 
frastracture -of -existing villages- 
there. However, plans to 
four more settlements . • ra'foe West 
.Bank by September win prbbaUy.be 
severely curtailed: 

.. In - ail interview wfifo. Tie Jen 
‘saiemPost yesterday, Nfe^ZviE,’ 
co-chairman of foe" Jevvfch Ag«rcy 
and WZO settlement departments, 
said officials are considering estab- 
lishing three mosbavim on the north- 
ern border. They are to be populated 
by sons -of residents -of veteran 
moshavnn infoearea. 

The plans envisage one settlement 
V for religious people nearAhnarand^ 
' Dalton north of Safari; a second for 
the sons of residents in the Dovev- 
Avmm area in the central sector, 
and a third sear .Shtula, of . 

- Dovev. - . 

In' the first stage,-’ winch. should 
take 2-2*4 yeare to implement, some 
300 families are to settte there, com- 
muting to work outride foe area or in 
working industries whichare to be 
built- in. the repon- Ttere is no 
prospect of agricultural - develop- 
ment there, Zvfli said; . 

' The officials' are. well^ aware that 
following the Israel Defence Fdrces 1 
. withdrawal from Lebanon, the bor- 

- der area could come upder terrorist 

attacks. .. '■ *•'/ 

Zvili has accordingly questioned 
> v the advisability of-estabhshing. the 
’ settlements, so. close to foe border. 
However his co-chauman MattitjL 
aku Drobles. fevbtoincreasft^ foe 
Jewish presence^ the*eL - saying .this 
would reduce 'enemy atfadO?, T Ex-; 
perience has shown fo^iSpladed - 
settlements attract more - enfaay 
attacks.: - 


meats rirould -cos£ i'Tota£ r o #7 $IG 
million to 

- facilities are bpafti tbepefi^to en- 
able quick settlement, Zvih said". • V" 



- - % *7. 
If* ! 


meat heads^esberday m<Bcated. the 
, Jewish Agericy fettiemdut dfanaon. 

"J. v . has a budgetpf 56Tm. This I 23 ; a resuK 
1 ' of fund-raisiug abio^ -ffoWiew; 

- such fimds-capnpt be qsed.^ settle- 
ment in foe administered to 
and Zvili aadDrcMes- wearing the 


ticm.execntives-foe .govettnneht, 
funds in the Wes’S auk^ s • ■ . 
- Drobles 

that his £27nL budget fortthe admi^ 

. rostered territoriesis insuffidentfor 



«tabiaiing hew ones at the desired 
rate. ThbenNisaged four settlements^ 
should cost 54.2m.V be said. ' 

■ WeB-infonhed sbiirces 'main-; 
iamedbewever-that none of the four 
Tan be established soon. Tbe-site 
originallyslated forKibbutzAsa’el, 
ihey said, includes such sharp dopes 

and-liinrt^s«^Tor ^thwdopu«nt 

foat experts b ase advised fih(fing_an 
^ternativeT&teV.; ^ • " - * 7.V.V 

: ■ One settlement, -they, saitL .v^as. 

- supposed to’ rise .near -an IDF camp 
■ ^aruTeypuCu^j' take-over tfie camp, 

^jur foe-axmy jtfxa&iXo give up.thit ; 
^'aite.Tbe ^selected f(^ WBg&lim 

- Containsbnly 50 dunamssuitable for 
seftlexneht , beca use the rest 'covers - 


The Economic Council meets last night in Prime Minister Peres's office. From left to right: 
TkahqkMbdaT, Moshe Shaba] (standing), Shimon Peres, Yitzhak Shamir, Boaz Applebaum 
( st a nd i n g), Yisrael Kessar, Gad Ya’acobi, Axnnon Neubach. Front right: Eli Hurvitz. Applebanm 
arunsieubachare advisers to Peres. (IGPO.Hanania Herman ) 



BAGHDAD (AP). — A powerful 
Mast ripped through an apanment 
buflding in the. Iiaqi capital yester- 
day killnig scores of dvih'ans, as Iran 
saWirfii^atnisfflleintoBa^idad. 
Iraq responded by raidmgl4 Iranian 
oties, including Teheran. 

; The Baghdad blast, the fifth in 11 
days, rocked a suburb at about 4 
-a.tn. Local residents said, it de- 
molished a four-storey apartment 


bmldfog on fob eastern batik of the- 
TTgm^ver. 


A foreign resident who asked not 
to be identified said. “Rescue teams 
dug out dozens <5f victims in pjamas 
and nj^itgowns from under the rub- 
ble. They were all civilians with 
plenty of children.” 

The blast also shattered glass win- 
dows in adjacent bouses and dam- 
aged some 25 cars. 

Ad Iraqi military spokesman said 
bn the state radio that Iraqi jet 
fighters raided, “selected targets'* in 
Teheran and Kashan 22 minutes af- 


ter the blast “in response to the 
attack on Baghdad and other Iraqi 
cities." He did not specify the nature 
of the attacks, but categorically de- 
nied Iranian. claims that four of the 
warplanes had been shot down, 
three of them over Kbarg island, a 
major Iranian oil terminal. 

Targets in the Iranian cities of 
Tabriz. Haxnadan and Isfahan were 
raided later in the day. with "all Iraqi 
jet fighters returning safely.” the 
spokesman said. 


By MENAHEM HOROWITZ 


METULLA. - The Good Fence be- 
tween Lebanon and Israel will con- 
tinue to operate, Tat-Aluf (Brig.- 
Gen.) Shlomo Ilya, Israel’s chief 
Uaisou- officer, in South Lebanon, 
yesterday told Lebanese dignitaries. 
-,Tbe village beads from the. 
security-beltzone that Israel plans to 
maintain, after withdrawing from 
Lebanon in'tunj promised Ilya they’ 
wsuld promote foe dvfl nribtias in 
foat re^on and wogld encourage 

- l^a met with the lOO Christian. 
Sutmi^tnd Shi'tte (fignitaries in the 
iSb^ite: .village of Bint Jebel, a few 
Jrifometresuorth of foe bordet in the 
central sector of SoHth Lebanon. 


He told them Israel would with- 
draw .from South Lebanon as plan- 
ned. and that die relations between 
Israel and the Lebanese near the 
bonier would continue. He also said 
that the civil militias, along with foe 
South Lebanese Army, would play a 
central role in maintaining peace 
there, . 

. Defence Minister Rabin mean- 
while said yesterday that he sees 
fixtle chance is foe next few years of a 
stable security arrangement for foe 
northern border. 

Speaking to works committees ar 
Beit Lessin in Tel Aviv, Rabin said 
that Lebanon swarms with terrorists. 

; He added that Israel had tried dia- 
logue and negotiation to secure foe 
border, but that a political solution is 


impossible. 

Meanwhile, terrorists loyal to 
Palestine Liberation Organization 
leader Yasser Arafat are" returning 
to south Lebanon and have been 
taking part in attacks against the 
withdrawing IDF, a top PLO official 
said yesterday in Amman. 

Khalil Wazir, Arafat's chief depu- 
ty and top military aide, disclosed 
that 60 PLO terrorists have been 
killed during attacks against the 
Israeli army over the past five 
months. 

. . Wazir also confirmed reporrs in 
Lebanon and Israel that Palestinian 
terrorists were returning to the re- 
fugee camps in foe South, which they 
had been forced to abandon by 
Israel's 19S2 invasion of the area. 


By AflCHALtTK)BLMAN 
■•X JousakiB Post Reporter : 

- The JDF- yesterday took CBS 
Vice-PrewJeiit Ernest Laser on a 
hebcoptertour of the South Leba- 
non site where two CBS crew mem- 
bers were k£Bc^d by an IDF shell last 
weefc 

:Wb«i Leiser returned J from his 
trip.jwtiejrdayei^^ 
comment /‘Wp hive nothing to. 


say, "journalists who called CBS for 
commenftwere told. 

However, after meeting with Pre- 
mier Peres’s spokesman, on Sunday, 
Leiser said: ‘T think it’s quite possi- 
ble, having learned what I have 
today, that it might simply have been 
a tragic error. Tha: doesn’t bring 
people back to life. I’m afraid. 

Leiser, who was taken on foe 
helicopter trip at Peres's insistence. 


met foe division commander whose 
unit’s tank shot the CBS crew mem- 
bers and was shown maps and re- 
levant information concerning foe 
incident. The Jerusalem ~ Post 
learned. 

Leiser, who win probably meet 
Peres to discuss foe. incident, will 
urge that foe IDF allow foreign press 

(Coadnaed on Back Page) 



.' By DAVID RTJDGB 
. . JenesatemPost Reporter -- 
HAIFA. - An jntesmatiohal consor- 
tium, headed by the Nasser brothers 
of the U.S,, B prepared, to buy foe 
bankrupt Ata textile concern pro- : 
vided an agreement is reached with 
Ata’s credfrors , The Jerusalem Post 
learned lastni^it. i 
A delegation , representing foe 
Nasser bfothen, v*o own. a multi- 
mfllip»dollmtextile bnsiness.in foe 
Philippines, toured Ata’s main plant 


in Kiryat Ata yesterday and held 
. talks with foe firm’s general manager 
Eliezer Peleg, and members of foe 
works committee. 

• The delegation was led by Jack 
Nasser, who flew in from the U.S. to 
assess Ata’s situation at first hand. 

■Sources close to foe negotiators 
told The Post that the Nasser 
brothers are prepared to buy Ata in 
conjunction with French and other 
American businessmen. 

Under the proposed deal, foe 


workers themselves would inject 
S3. 5m from pension and othe provi- 
dent funds into Ata in return for 
shares with voting rights. 

But first the potential buyers want 
to Tesolve the problems of Ata’s 
debts, now totalling more than 
$33m. 

The main creditor. Bank Leumi. 
which is owed more than $ 20 m., 
wants to take over the firm’s assets - 

(Cob tinned on Page 2, Cot 5) 


Panel set up to revise agreement 

Package-deal partners 
stymied on price issue 


Bv ROY JSACOWITZ 
and AVI TEMKIN 
Jerusalem Post Reporters 

The trilateral Economic Coun- 
cil, representing the govern- 
ment. the Histadrut and the 
manufacturers, failed in a meet- 
ing last night in Prime Minister 
Peres's office to agree on a new 
price stabilization programme to 
save the faltering economic 
package deal. 

But the council agreed to set up a 
committee to discuss rei-irions of foe 
package deal today and tomorrow. 
The economic council is to meet 
again after foe committee's talks. 

The Histadrut has already said 
that it will walk out of the committee 
if proposals raised a; last night's 
meeting by Manufacturers .Associa- 
tion President Eli Hurvitz are 
brought before ihe committee. 


The new comminee is comprised 
of the directors-general of the Minis- 
tries of Industry and Trade. Econo- 
mics and Finance. Zvi Amit for the 
Chambers of Commerce. Manufac- 
turers Association Executive direc- 
tor Amon Tiberg. and Histadrut 
Trade Union Department chairman 
Haim Haberfeld. 

Hurvitz proposed at the meeting 
that if prices were frozen for two 
months, as Histadrut Secretary- 
General Yisrael Kessar had sug- 
gested, workers should give up one- 
third of their cost-of-living com- 
pensation for two paycheques. 

Hurvitz went on to propose that: 

• employers" contributions to work- 
ers’ training Hishralmut funds be 
reduced. 

• employers’ participation in pay- 
ments to the National Insurance In- 
stitute be cut. 

• subsidies on basic commodities he 


eliminated, and workers be compen- 
sated by income-tax reductions. 

• the w ork week in the public sector 
be reduced to five days, with a 
proportionate decrease in pay. 

• interest rates and devaluation of 
the shekel be only slightly above the 
inflation rate. 

• linkage of the price-freeze dura- 
tion to a certain and agreed level of 
devaluation, rather than a defined 
Time span. 

Even before government, Histad- 
rut and manufacturers' leaders be- 
gan a meeting of the trilateral Eco- 
nomic Council in Prime Minister 
Peres's Jerusalem office last night, it 
was clear that no agreement could be 
reached. 

The manufacturers had wanted 
agreement on increases in prices of 
over 300 items as their condition for 
discussing changes in the over-all 
(Continued on Back Page) 


C-o-L pay won’t push you into higher tax bracket 


Jerusalem Post Staff 

The Treasury yesterday issued new income tax brack- 
ets. reflecting a 13.2 percent adjustment of the previous 
tax tables. This means that when workers receive the 
13.2 per cent cost of living increment in their next 
salaries, they will nor be pushed into higher tax brackets. 

How wiQ this affect your take-home pay? If your gross 
salary for February was 1S200.00Q. your net pay was 
IS1S0.666 - and your March take-home pay should be 
1S204.475. 

If you grossed IS400.000 last month, you took home 
IS31 1.751; now you should take home IS352.S61 . 

A worker who grossed IS600.000 in February netted 
IS419,406-and will now net IS469.03S. 


Someone who grossed 1SS00.U00 and netted IS51 1 .106 
for February should net IS563.055 for March, and 
someone who grossed IS I million and nerred 1S592.359 
should net IS649.751. 

These figures are based on the new tax tables, which 
say that a marginal tax rate of 20 per cent will apply to 
incomes of up to IS 1 9 1.000. instead of IS169.000 up to 
now. From IS! 91 .001 to 15369,000 the rate will be 30 per 
cent; from IS369.00I to IS5 17,000 the rate will be 40 per 
cent; from IS517.001 to IS682.000 it will he 45 per cent; 
IS682.001 to 934.000 - 50 per cent; IS934.00J . to 
2.948.000 - 60 per cent. The marginal tax rate for 
incomes over IS2.94S.000 will be 66 per cent. 


The Bank of Israel 
did it too,’ 

Discount chief says 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Discount flank regulated its 
shares on the stock exchange, but 
then the Bank of Israel intervened to 
prop up the prices of its debentures. 
Discount Bank deputy managing 
director Eliahu Cohen argued at 
yesterday’s session of the 1983 bank 
shares collapse inquiry. 

The commission chairman. Justice 
Moshe Bejslu, did not accept this 
parallel and there were several sharp 
exchanges between Cohen and 
members of the panel during foe 
day. 

(Detailed report- page 7) 


‘Goodwill’ move in coalition 


By ASHER WALLFISH 
Post Knesset Correspondent 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres met 
yesterday with the leaders of the 
Alignment and the Likud factions in 
the Knesset to cement their decision 
to patch up recent differences and 
work together in greater harmony. 

Rafi Edri, foe Alignment faction 
chairman, and Sara Doron (Likud), 
the coalition chairman, told repor- 
ters that both the main parties were 
interested in avoiding mutual pro- 
vocation and in making foe coalition 
an effective instrument. 

Some recent statements by mem- 
bers of the two parties had caused 
harm, they agreed. 

Peres said the public mood made it 
vital for the coalition to attain grea- 
ter unity. 


The two parties formed an ad hoc 
“goodwill committee.” as Edri de- 
scribed it. to try to make sure that 
the second and third readings of the 
1985/86 budget bill tomorrow go off 
without a hitch. 

The only remaining problem, it 
seemed, was the decision by the 
Alignment members of the Foreign 
Affairs and Defence Committee, 
beaded by the Alignment chairman 
Abba Eban, to hold a caucus to 
discuss what they call “attempts by 
foe Likud to bring about a deviation 
in policy on the peace process." 

Peres gave the impression to 
Doron yesterday that he would like 
this caucus not to take place, but 
Edri insisted that it would not be 
cancelled. 


Soviet guard kills U.S. army officer 


WASHINGTON (Reuter). - The 
Soviet Embassy said yesterday that a 
U.S. army officer shot and killed in 
East Germany had been caught 
photographing Soviet military 
equipment. 

The Embassy spokesman said that 
according to information received 
from Soviet military authorities, foe 
officer had failed to heed a sentry’s 
warning foot and had been killed 
while attempting to escape. 

The U.S. army headquarters in 
Heidelberg. West Germany, said 
earlier yesterday it had learned of 
foe shooting on Sunday. The officer 
bad been attached to foe U.S. milit- 


ary mission in East Germany. 

U.S. officials, who said an urgent 
investigation had been launched into 
the shooting, identified him as Maj. 
Arthur Nicholson. 37, of West Red- ' 
ding, Connecticut. 

Administration officials said 
Nicholson had been killed in Lud- 
wigslust, abut 1 10 km. north-west of 
East Berlin. 

In Washington, President Reagan 
said foe incident, rather than cool his 
desire for a summit meeting with 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, 
only makes him “more anxious to go 
to one.” 

Questioned during a brief photo- 


taking session at the White House, 
the President said he is still awaiting 
details of the incident. But he denied 
Nicholson was a spy, adding that 
taking photographs, as the Soviets, 
said the officer was doing, "is per- 
mitted” under the four-power agree- 
ments that set up a divided Germany 
after World War II. 

Asked about Soviet charges that 
the officer was engaged in espion- 
age, Reagan said. “We challenge 
that." 

A White House spokesman called 
the shooting “unwarranted and un- 
justified.” 





^EIRUT tAP).-^ British, journal- 
ist was , Itidnapped just south of 
Beirut yesterday, and a httle-known 
grotto called foe Leb^onere Aimed 
Revolutfdhajy Faicnons cl aimed 're- 
. sponsibflity for foe abduction 1 of a- 
. French, national m northXeb&non. - 
;■ A UN- official _Aiee CpBett,- 
36, arr fc riglfjihman on a- Wiitiiig 
■ assignm ent for the .UN 'Relief and 

Works A® 611 ??'' wasTtidpapped at 

- about. 2 -p.rn - . near tbe-Khalde' jttne- 

- tionsoufoofthe > 'f 

' The offiaalsaidCollett’sc^.was 



... stopped -by gunajen, one of whom 
got; into his car and ordered him to 
..'follow a; grt^ .yoJvp.for a short 
chstance. Then foe gunmen transfer- 
red Collett to a yellow BMW ind 
:«ped;away.y* - 

v The Official did not know: exactly 

’ hovsr inany gunmen were' mwlved . 

He added that an Austrian national -; 
- travefiing with Collett -was left be- 
. hind by the abductors, ; 

;V?The- Auforian was ^ identified ; as ■ 

' ' The' Fremfoman was foe fourth 


French national reported missing in 
Lebanon since last Friday, and foe 
Revolutionary Factions group de- 
manded that France release one of 
its jailed comrades in exchange for 
hisfreedom. * 

. , GiUes Sidney Peyrolles, the head 
of -the Frebch Cultural Centre in 
Tripoli; was reported missing by a 
colleague. 

Police sources said that a teacher 
at foe centre informed Tripoli police 
that Peyrolles had last been seen 
Saturday afternoon. 


Shortly after the report from Tri- 
poli a statement delivered to a west- 
ern news agency in Beirut claimed 
foe abduction of Peyrolles for foe 
Revolutionary Factions. The group 
said it would not be responsible for 
his safety after 48 hours. 

The same group has claimed re- 
sponsibility for six attacks against 
U.S. and Israeli diplomats in France 
since J981. French investigators 
have been quoted as saying that the 
group was believed made up of ab- 
out a dozen people from a single 


Christian village in northern Leba- 
non. 

Three other French nationals 
were reported missing in West 
Beirut, the Moslem sector of the 
capital, last Friday. 

The mysterious Jihad Islami orga- 
nization (Islamic Holy War) claimed 
responsibility for their abductions as 
well as those of an American news- 
man and two British nationals a 
week earlier. 

Meanwhile. Marc Bonnefous. a 


French Foreign Ministry official, ar- 
rived in Beirut to try to help locate 
the missing French diplomats. 

Marcel Fontaine, the vice-consul 
ar the French Embassy, was kidnap- 
ped by gunmen last Friday as he 
stopped to buy a newspaper on his 
way to work. Two other embassy 
employees- Marcel Canon, the pro- 
tocol officer, and his daughter. 
Danielle Perez, a secretary at the 
embassy - were reported missing the 
same day when they failed to report 
for work. 



Sj M 

Gilles Peyrolles. 1 Reuter telephoto) 



new pro-Syrian alliance against PLO chief Arafat 


.^By DAVID BERNSTEIN 
Post Mideast Affairs Reporter 


Syria scored what.is probably its 
1 mostsigpificant victory to riale in its 
' -on-going: ’straggle. «<ith PLO .chair- 
man Yasser Aiafai when George 
' "Hab^^Jeader of foe largest group 
; raf teV; Arafer's :mainstreafn Fatah, 
y formaPy joined a pro- 
a afoanoe agamst^ the H.01ead- 

ex:- . •;* • ■ *7 -7 •*-''• : " 

The new affiance, which unites six 
PLO faction^ itito a Palestinian 
'National Salvation Front, vowed to 





ment wjth Jordan’s King Hussein on 
a joint approach for a negotiated 
: settlement with Israel. 

‘ Significantly, Nayef Hawatmeh’s 
-Democratic From for foe Liberation 
of Palestinc.(DFLP) has not joined 
the alliance, winch is made up of 
Habash’s Popular Front for foe Li- 
beration of Palestine , Ahmad JibriTs 
Popular Front for foe Liberation of 
Palestine-General Command, the 
Syriah-concroBed Saika , the Popular 
’ Straggle Front, and Fatah dissidents 
led by Col. Sa'id Mcmsa (Abu 
Mousa).. ;:.' . 

Hawatmeh’s DFLP is now foe 
OnlyPLO group that has not thrown 
M its; Jot . with Syria - something 


Hawatmeh has long resisted, not so 
much because he supported Arafat 
and his policies, but because he « 
adamantly opposed to the PLO fall- 
ing totally under the dominance of 
Syria or any other non-Palestinian 
power. 

Habash had hacked Hawatmeh's 
position and had resisted Syria's 
strenuous efforts 18 months ago to 
get him to back Abu Mousa’s rebel- 
lion against Arafat in Lebanon. 

It was the refusal of Habash and 
Hawatmeh to back the rebels against 
Arafat that enabled the PLO chair- 
man to emerge from his military 
debacle in Lebanon with his credibil- 
ity as leader of the Palestinians still 


relatively intact. 

But Arafat’s growing rapproche- 
ment with Hussein, culminating in 
last month’s agreement between foe 
two, has increasingly alienated 
Habash. who broke ranks with 
Hawatmeh earlier this year and 
moved ever closer to foe pro-Syrian 
groups committed to Arafat’s over- 
throw. 

Yesterday’s announcement in 
Damascus, made at a press confer- 
ence by former Palestine National 
Council (PNC) chairman Khaled 
Fahourn, set foe formal seal on this 
process. 

The formation of foe front, with 
Habash’s inclusion, is a highly signi- 


ficant victory for Damascus, enabl- 
ing it to present the new pro-Syrian 
body as an authentic alternative to 
foe Arafat-led PLO - something foe 
Syrians were unable to do in the 
absence of a personality of Habash *s 
stature and credibility as a Palesti- 
nian leader. 

Faboum did not mention Arafat 
by name. But foe term “surrender- 
ist" left no doubt that he was allud- 
ing to Arafat. Officials of the pro- 
Syrian factions have been publicly 
accusing Arafat of “surrenderism” 
and “defeatism” since the conclu- 
sion of foe Amman accord with 
Hussein, Syria's arch foe. 

“In order to safeguard our revolu- 


tion and confront the dangers thre- 
atening our cause, the Palestinian 
National Salvation Front is formed 
to bring together all those who want 
to adhere to the. ..PLO Charter and 
all those who want to foil the illegal 
Amman accord.” Fahoum said. 

"We shall struggle to thwart foe 
course of surrender and those lead- 
ing it.” Fahoum said. ”We shall 
struggle to scuttle all surrenderist 
courses such as the Amman accord 
and (Egyptian President Hosni) 
Mubarak's initiative.” 

Fahoum had been dismissed as 
speaker of the PNC when he failed to 
attend foe session convened by Ara- 
fat and his supporters late last year. 
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By SARAH HON1G 
Post Political Reporter 
TEL AVIV. - No member of the 
PLO. no one who represents it nor 
anvone appointed to represent it can 
, take pan in talks with IsTael. former 
prime minister Menachem Begin 

said Yesterday. 

Begin said this after a meeting 
with Vice Premier Shamir. Begin 
would not address himself to the 
possibility of persons with close links 
to the PLO taking part in a 
Jordanian-Palesti nia n delegation. 

Renewed talk of possible negotia- 
tions with a Jordanian-Palestinian 
delegation, recalls Begin s remark ot 
several years ago that he would not 
examine the credentials of Palesti- 


nians on the delegation. 

Begin told Shamir* and then 
reiterated in a radio interview that 
under no circumstances will Israel 
have anv dealings with the organiza- 
tion whose charter calls for Israel's 
destruction. He would not discuss 
the question of persons with known 
PLO connections, who might claim 
that thev are not members or repre- 
sentatives of the organization. Begin 

maintained that “there is no point 

goine into such detail." 

- According to the Camp David 
agreement, the Palestinians on the 
delegation have to be mutually 
agreed on and if Israel judges them 

to be PLO members, representatives 
or appointees. Israel can oppose 


their inclusion. 

Shamir visited Begin in his Jeru- 
salem apartment for 45 minutes. 
Begin has recently been conferring 
with many politicisuis. 

Hs was visited last week by Fi- 
nance Minister Moda'L who discus- 


Sharon and former finance minister 

Aridor. * . , 

A source close to Begin said he 
will meet any politician who requests 
it. 

While Begin is sought after by 
manv would-be Likud leaders, the 


nance Minister Moda l. who discus- ^ 5^™ absence on the visitors* 
sed the economy and moves to Ust ^ Depl ftv Prime Minister David 
merge the Liberal and Herut corapo- j* ^ ^ urce explained there is 


□ents of the Likud. 

Begin also met Welfare Minister 
Moshe Katsav and Justice Minister 
Moshe Nissim last week. He also saw 
Agudat Yisrael politicians Avraham 
Shapira. Menahem Porush and Shlo- 
mo Lorincz, with each one calling 
separately. There have been meet- 
ings with former defence minister 


JU»«. la ' : 

Levy. The source explained there is 
□o political signal here and there is 
no refusal by Begin to.see Levy, as- 
some have intimated. 

The reverse is true, the source, 
said. Lew has not asked to see 
Begin. His' last request came prior to 
the last Knesset elections, when Be- 
gin was still secluded. 
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| THE WEATHER 

Forecast Partly cloudy, warmer, drier 
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Deputv Social Affairs Minister 
Menahem Porush yesterday again 
requested deferment of the vote on 
the Youth Law amendment that 
would give the government two 
more years in which to build sepa- 
rate lock-ups for minors. 

Last Tuesday, after the first five 
speakers in the debate, including 
three of the Alignment, urged him to 
withdraw the bill. Porush asked that 
the debate be halted. 

He promised to speak to Pplice 
Minister Haim Bar-Lev. and said he 
hoped io return to the Knesset with 
some specific promise about con- 
struction of the facilities. 


IN THE KNESSET 
Aryeh Rubinstein 


However, he returned to the 
Knesset yesterday empty-handed. 
He said if the Knesset did not pass 
the amendment, the police would be 
unable to arrest young suspects in 
areas lacking special lock-ups. 

Since the original law was passed 
in 1971. special youth lock-ups have 
been built in tbe northern and Tel 
Aviv districts and in Ashkelon. but 
thev are lacking in Jerusalem . Beer- 
she'ba. and tbe central district. 


Seven more speakers spoke 
against the amendment yesterday, 
most calling the 14-year delay 
shameful. 

1st -degree murder 

A bill initiated by Shulamit Aloni 
(Citizen's Rights Movement) to cre- 
ate a special category for the murder 
of a kidnapped person or murder 
accompanied by brutality or mal- 
treatment of the victim passed its 
first reading in the Knesset yester- 
day. 

The category, to be known as 
first-degree murder, would not en- 
tail a more severe punishment, but 
would make the criminal ineligible 


for privileges or leaves, or reduction 
of sentence for good behaviour. 

Uriel Linn (Ukud-Liberals) called 
for the death penalty for the type of 
murder in question. 

Psychologists 

Health Minister Mordecbai Gur 
said yesterday that the minimum 
price list circulated by the Psycho- 
logists Association appears to be ua 
violation of the Cartel Law. 

Replying to a parliamentary ques- 
tion by Matityahu Peled (Progres- 
sive List), Gur said that tbe ministry 
had referred the matter to the Cartel 
Commissioner in the Industry and 
Trade Ministry. 
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HiHel justifies bigger budget: T got stuck twice in feulty 

J — Eytan only got the postponent 


SOCIAL & PERSONAL 


The Greek Diplomatic Representa- 
tive and Mrs. Emmanuel Ghikas 
vesterdav gave a reception in their 
Herzliva "residence to celebrate 
Greek Independence Day. 


SLA discovers 
car bomb at bridge 


METULLA (Itim). - South 
Lebanese Armv forces yesterday 
halted a car loaded with explosives ai 
a roadblock near the Hardaleh 
Bridge in South Lebanon. The car 
had five passengers. A search of the 
car revealed that it was fitted with a 
mechanism capable of detonating 
the explosives. 


Congratulations arid 
Mazal Tov to 


Knesset Speaker Shlomo Hillel 
yesterday stoutly defended the 
Knesset's" proposal to increase its 
1985/86 budget bv some 10 per cent, 
areuing that the" Knesset facilities 
and upkeep lag far behind the stan- 
dards attained in government de- 
partments. 

Hillel said that much of the in- 
crease stemmed from wage in- 
creases. which might not be paid out 
in the final analysis but still had to be 
budzeted for. 

The House Committee will prob- 
ably decide today to maintain the cut 
in MKs salaries for another six 
months. 

Hillel said he had been dis- 
appointed during the present 
budgetary year that MKs voluntary 
wage cuts were not emulated by 
others. 

He said that the Knesset building 
had not been maintained properly 
since it was built 20 years ago. 

‘T got stuck twice in the lifts with 
members of foreign delegations, in 
one case with the British foreign 
secretary." Hillel noted. "We-either 


KNESSET COMMITTEES 
Asher Wallfish 


need to replace the lifts or to add one 
new lift to ease the strain on the 
others. But we won't have the 
money this year. All we can afford is 
a saferv device which prevents the 
lift from starting if it is overloaded." • 

Hillel said he would be glad if 
ministries manifested the same 
readiness to save money and observe 
modest standards as the Knesset did. 

Resolution on Porat 

Nahman Raz, chairman of the 
Knesset Education Committee, 
nearly succeeded in getting a resolu- 
tion approved to oust Uri Porat from 
his post as director-general of the 
Israel Broadcasting Authority on the 
grounds that he is unsuitable. 

At the last minute, however, the 
senior Likud man on the committee, 
Michael Eytan, got the vote post- 
poned until this morning to allow for 
a consultation with his Likud col- 
leagues. 


Eytan only got the postponent 
after he obtained the intervention of 

Hillel. . 

Even if the committee approved 
the resolution, it would have only 
symbolic significance- The govern- 
ment appoints the director-general 
of the IB A. Porat was appointed 
under the previous Likud govern- 
ment. 


State allocations 

The Knesset Interior Committee 
approved a series of recommenda- 
tions on state allocations to public 
institutions, including religious in- 
stitutions. 

The committee demanded that 
allocations be made according to 
dear, equal and objective criteria, 
according to set priorities, and in line 
with rulings by the experts in the 
relevant minis tries which pass the 
allocations through their budgets. 

One single institution should not 
get allocations from more than one 
ministry, the committee said, unless 
there is a particular reason for doing 
so. ' - 


No treasury funds should be given 
to an institution in any other manner 
or form, the committee ruled. 

Sale of bread 

The Knesset Interior Committee 
approved a private member's trill by 
MKs of the National Religious Party 
and Agudat Yisrael. prohibiting the 
sale of bread in public places during j 

Pessah. ' _ 

Thi bill can now be returned to 
the plenum for the regular first read- 
ing. No Alignment MKs were pre- 
sent in committee when the bill was 

discussed. _ _ . 

The measure was tabled by Avner 
Sdaky (National Religious Party) 
and Avraham Shapira ( Aguda). 

The onlv protest came from Mor- 
dechai Virshubski (Shmui) who cal- 
led the bill “coercive." 

War inquiry 

Thirteen families whose sons or 
fathers had fallen in Lebanon met 
vesterdav with MKs of Mapam, Shi- 
nui and ‘the Citizens Rights Move- 
ment and urged the creation of a 
judicial commission of inquiry into 
the responsibility for the war. 


By ASHER WALLFISH .« 
ppst Kbesset Correspondait ^ 

France had done a great -deal to 
rescue oppressed lews in. Arab coun- 
tries, and shows “a fundamental 
comprehension- of Israel’s prob- 
lems," Knesset -Speaker Shlomo 
Hillel said yesterday. . = 

He was welcoming the president 
of the French . National Assembly. 
Louis Mermaz, his counterpart and . 
the first French parliamentary 
Speaker to visit this country. 

The two spoke for an hour- m. 
Hillers chambers before Mermaz 
went to Yad Vashem, the Holocaust 
and Martyrs and Heroes Remembr- 
ance Authority. 

Mermaz also made a pilgrimage to 
the Elah Valley monument to the 
hundreds of thousands of French 
Jews who were deported by the 
Nazis during the Vichy regime, and 
he planted a tree in the memorial 

grcw®- ' ' • ■ 

Deputy .Speaker Aharon 
Nahmias, who is chairman of the 






Israei-France . Friendship Assbcia- 
tion', hosted a luncheon m bfermazs 
honour; .and last night Hillel hosted 
the French Speaker 5 \ dinner. 
Mermaz alsd conferred with 1 Abba 
'•Eton, drairtrian of the KnessetFore- 
ign Aiffiurs and Defence Committee , 
and Sarah Dqton. chairman of the 
coalition executive. ' 1 •/ - 

Mermaz observed , the beginning 
- of yesterday's Knesset session from 
the VIP gallery. Hillel welcomed 

him tothechamber, and said that the 

.visit to Jerusalem of the man. who 
personifies the French pariianwnt*is 
one more-expression of the mendly 
ties between tbe two countries. 

Prime Minister Peres, who 
mounted die poidium ro ahswer par- 
liamentary . questions, added ms 
greetings. -He. called Mermaz- j‘a 
friend who comes from a friendly 
country to one in which France has 
many mends:” '•••.■ - • - • 

; Today Mermaz isto call on Peres, 
President 'Herzog and Vice Premier 
' an d Fbreign Minfeter Shamir. *'• 
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Lea Epstein 

(wife of the late Capt. Felix 
Epstein of the Jerusalem 
Police Force), on her 
retirement after 33 years of 
service with the J.N.F. 
Keren Kayemet Women's 
Division, on Tuesday, March 
26, 1985. She was the initiator 
of* the International Forest 
Year of 1975. 

From her many friends and 
admirers and the Capt. 
Yehiel and Ruth Glovsky 
Langer Hospitality 
Foundation, One Mapo 
Street, Jerusalem. 

jaiw-n-n* 


Jail for stealing IDF 

arms, selling to Arabs 

NAZAP-ETH (Itim). - A man con- 
victed of stealing IDF weapons and 
sellins. them to Arabs was sentenced 
by the district court here vesierday 
to six years in jail. 

Nathan Levi. 25. of the village of 
Poriva near Tiberias, was con^ icted 
of breaking into an IDF armourv on 
the Golan Heichtsand stealing three 
Galil rifles, an M-16 rifle, an ua 
submachine gun. and handgTenades. 

He sold these arms to .Arabs for 
S4.000. 

Levi told the court that he 
thought the Arao> needed the arms 
for self-defence in clan disputes. 


Praise for Kirkpatrick 

Prime Minister Peres yesterday 
praised outgoing U.S. Ambassador 
to tbe UN Jeane Kirkpatrick, calling 
her a devoted friend of Israel and an 
advocate of peace. 

In a letter marking the end of her 
term. Peres said that “the Kirkpat- 
rick era in the UN has been one ot 
freshness and change. Y ou made it 
eminently dear to all that the insol- 
ence of prindples. the quest for 
justice, and political courage are not 
barren concepts.” 


Galilee make it to basketball semis 

..nnuMun n Gree Stewart and Lea. 


By DON GOULD 
Post Basketball Reporter 
TEL AVIV. - Brad Leaf sank a 
pressure-packed foul shot with only 
three seconds left to give Upper 
Galilee an upset 79-78 victory over 
Maccabi Ramat Gan at Kfar Macca- 
biab last night. , , 

Upper Galilee for the first time in 
its history, now move to the semi- 
finals of the playoffs and will meet 
Hapoel Tel Aviv on Thursday even- 
ing. 


Greg Stewart and Leaf led the 
winner’s attack with 23 and 22 points 
respectively. 

In the other quarter-final contest 
last night. Hapoel Holon. the team 
sporting the best defence in the 
league, held Maccabi Haifa to a 
paltiv 29 points in the first half and 
went on to gain a 75-62 home court 

victory. _ . . 

Holon led by Clarence Kee. witn 
21 points now advance to the semi- 
finals against Maccabi Tel Aviv. 


The Jerusalem Post 
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Perez de CueUar to visit 
four Gulf states in April 

UNITED NATIONS (Reuter). - 
UN Secretarv-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar is to visit four Persian 
Gulf slates, beginning on Saturday 
but has no plans to go to Teheran 
and Baghdad, his spokesman said 
yesterday. 

Perez de Cuellar is due in Oman 
on April 2. He will continue from 
there to Bahrain and Qatar. 

He said the tour was arranged 
some time ago in response to invita- 
tions bv the governments of Saudi 
Arabia' Oman. Bahrain and Qatar. 


Amos Mansdorf scores impressive tennis wins _ 

- o came ihroueh by the same score 
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Post Sports Reporter 
TEL AVIV'. - Israel's Amon Man- 
sdorf vesterdav reached the main 
draw 6f the 5300.000 Milan Grand 
Prix Tournament after scoring two 
career-best victories in the qual- 
ifvine event. (See also item on p.4) 
ln"the second round, Mansdorf 
defeated Yugoslavia's Marco Osto- 
ja. 7-6. 6-3. In the third round, he 


came through by the same score 
against Joao Soares of Brazil: 

Both Ostoja and Soares are Davis 
Cup players and ranked around 100 
in the world. 70 places higher than 
Mansdorf. 


French Parliament President Louis Mermaz jpiante 

near the Valley monument to French Jews deported by Naas 

during the Vichy regime. (YosriZamir.ScoopSO) 


Correction 

The person identified in the 
photoeraph published on page one 
vesterdav as cabinet secretary \ ossi 
Beilin is in fact Uri Savir. the prime 
minister’s spokesman. 


Tennis chief hearing 
TEL AVIV. - The Hapoel disciplin- 
ary committee last night began hear- 
ing the recommendation of it secre- 
tariat to expel Israel Tennis Associa- 
tion chairman David Harnik for in- 
subordination. 

The committee is to resume its 
hearing April 7. 


Edited by Barbara Amouyal. 
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Ziontours Jerusalem 

WE GIVE YOU 
THE WORLD 


What’s cooking for Passover? This collection of kosher | 
le'Pessah recipes takes you into the kitchens oilsrae:and 
uncovers some of the most imaginative -and exciting ideas for 

SIt^ASSOVEH COOKBOOK was compiled from 
nearly 200 entries of the monihs-iong Muntr/wide. cooking 
contest of the same name, organized by The Sheraton HoL.s 
of Israel and The Jerusalem Post. 


Golden Age tour to Spain 

A lecture and slide show 
on this trip will be given 
in Jerusalem today, 
Tuesday, March 26 at 8.30 p.m. 
at the Moadon Haoleh, 

9 AJkalai St., Jerusalem. 
Refreshments will be served, 
admission free. 


PRICE: IS 5895 


tacte OF PASSOVER is published by The Jerusalem Post, 
softcover, 1 60 pages. Available at Jerusalem Post offices m 
Jerusalem, Tei Aviv and Haifa. 

|*MM«#»**9*«* ,t ** ,0 * M,,M ** #4 * #M ** MM, *** M 

To- BOOKS. The Jerusalem Post, P-O.B. 81 . J 000 
Rease rush me TASTE OF PASSOVER COOKBOOK. 

I enclose a cheque for iS 5895 per copy. 


For reservation and information, 
" call Ziontours 
Jerusalem at 233326/7/8. 




■'Number of copies required: 


HAGA (Civil Defence) Exercise 
in Nahariya, Acre, 

and the Tef en and Gaaton Region 


name 

address 

CITY 

TE! 


CODE 




On Wednesdav, and Thursday. March 27 and 28. there will be a 
Haga exercise in Nahariya, Acre and the Tefen and 
Region. Rescue crews, the police, and personnel of Mjagen David 
Adorn, the fire brigades and local authority emergency 
organizations will take part. In the event of a real attack, tne 
sirens will sound a rising and falling note. 




CONSORTIUM 

(Continued from Page One, 
including the land owned by Ata- 
in lien of the debt. 

The sources said that, under this 
arrangement. Ata would have no- 
thing to sell and therefore there 
would be no deal. 

The Post learned that Jack Nasser, 
cm behalf of the consortium, has 
offered to repay the debt to ^ Bank 
Leumi. but on a long-term basis. His 
offer has so far been rejected by the 
bank. . 

Nasser contacted Industry Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon last Highland urged 
him to pressure Bank Leumi to reach 
a compromise agreement. 

The sources said that, if such an 
agreement is reached, the consor- 
tium vrould be in a position to buy Ala 
before the end of April - the dead- 
line set by the government for find- 
inc a buwr. They said that, if the 
deal goes through. Ata would be run 
as a separate company and would 
not be incorporated into the Nasser 
brothers’ existing business. 

Meanwhile, another potential 
buver. David Alliance, who owns a 
number of textile factories and a 
mail-order business in England, is 
due to visit Ata in the near future. 

Peleg also held talks last night with 
Gal, the Israel conglomerate, which 
has also expressed an interest in 
buying Ata. 

Peleg has made it dear that unless 
a buyer is found for Ata by the end of 
April, there is no chance of saving 
the textile firm, and it will be forced 
. to dose. More than 230 employees 
have already been dismissed. 


More coordination 

Jerusalem Post^ Reporter 
Cooperation between Israel and 
the U;S. in the search for Nazi war 
criminal Josef Mengele is to be step-, 
ped up following an agreement 
yesterday between Justice Minister 
Moshe Nissim and Neal Sher of the. 
U.S. Justice Department’s Office of 
Spedallnvestigations: r - . - ^ 

Nissim announced that & special 
four-man team consisting of Justice 
Ministry, Foreign Ministry and 


j. i.Txvugvi.v j 

police personnel is to coordinate allT - 
material relating: to tbe search for 
Mengpte." Nissim added that he has 
prepared a request for Mengele’s 
extradition to -Israel should ; be be 
canght. ... . ..... 


: Mengele is said to have selected 
people for the -gas cfajunbers-al AUr 
scbwitzj and to have conducted 
medical experiments on hnncfreiJs of 
others. ' •' - v ' 


Anti-Semite gets 15 monthsmjafl . - 

TORONTO (Renter)’ - A West prohibited^ for three yMrsfirdmpuht 
German was sentenced to 15 months ' fishing anytiringou the subject. • 

in a Canadian jail yesterday for pub- Zundel, who has. Eyed in Canada 
fishing anti- Jewish propaganda in a since 1958 butisstilla West Germ^ 
booklet on Nazi concentration citizen,^ ^ abo faces the possibility cl 
camps entitled Did Six Million Real - being deported- to his homeland, He 
fy Die? Ernst Zundel, 46, was also has appealed against the conviction." 


Soviets lettwodissidents leave. 


MOSCOW (Reuter). — Two dissi- Three other Soviet citizens denied 


WlUdVA/ W • — x nv w *•***■■ vimiu wmauvw- . 

dents who have campaigned for -permission to emigrate told Western 
seven years for die right to leave the reporters’ yesterday they were oh' 

Soviet Union flew to Vieiina yesterr- hunger strike for the right' to; join 
tfay afterthe KGB unexpectedly told their spouses Using in the West. (See 

them they could go. " paged)' 


Nikolai and Nadezhda Pankov. ■■■: 

who spend several weeks forcibly ... 

committed to psychiatric hospitals Government hospital staff 
last year, said brfore leavmg that to demonstrate tomorrow ... 

KGBMdtoW tlu^would be allowed ' TEL HASHOMER (Kinr) . Gcfrf 
to leave if they applied for visas for .enKhenthospitals are expected to.be 
^*-1 , aiSnipted tomoiTow as .administra- 

Netther one iv Jewish andthey liad ^ ni^and'^ra^cs 
applied for penhission to go to the ^ Knesset at 

U.S. but followed the KGB uistruc- 


U.S. butfollowed the KGB instruc- . .. , . 

rions and received exit vW for ^ areproteSt- 

Israel via Vienna^ rngthe cuim their budgets, 


Dedication a\ memory of ‘ 

J. MURRAY KOTKES b"\ 

oh the ! 0th Yahrzstt - - - , . 'z 

. '" .of..- 1 

Rosh Hayeshiva’s Shidy 

. In the presence of J^ MOSHEGHAFr; - 
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nurses 


:.p ~Tb£Hac^ - 

■ ration ljas asked the Lalxsiff -Mnustry 
■£ro grznt work - pcmuts to abont. 100 
' - -foreign niitscs wham they plan to 
t . %- hfrettoqngh amanpower cpnwra -. , . 


t; tospital m Eln Kerem, someioperat- 
nigtbcatfcs'arc hot in usebecause of 
■ « theiack of appropriate nu pys v .-.f 

TbehospitalalsoTeportedacrihe- 
* *1 shortage of nuxses in intcnsive- 
> care traits, recovery rooms^ dialysis 
\i wards and other dcpartroetrts.. 


• The Khspitsl Sffl4.it has shown 
'proof - to- the mimsfry . that every 
. a tt em pt has been-tBade to enlist 

. raorcrah^ in isre^rThe shortage 

;<rf- : ianEses is . most severe hi Jexu- 
• sat em,. since -a hig h /percentage -of 
/ graduates prefer tire, coa s tal plain, 
’• tire hospital said. : 

• Another factor is tbat.70 per cent 
.'of the regjstered^urses at Hadassah 
1 only , work part time. Nurses at the 
hospital esplained that the diffcr-- 
ence between what , they cam part- 
time, while being half a day at tome 
' with their children, is comparable 
with what they would earn full-time 


xf they paid a babysitter for the extra 
hours.. 

Jerusalem hospitals have several 
times in recent years employed 
nurses from abroad on special con- 
tracts. At onetime most were Jewish 
nurses from the U-S. , but about two 
years ago a few nurses from the 
Philippines were hired and the His- 
tadrut's Noises Union complained. 
In general the union has opposed 
hiring foreign nurses. At present 
efforts are being made to find reg- 
istered nurses in Holland and in 
England. 

According to the Hadassah 


spokeswoman, the terms under 
which the foreign nurses are em- 
ployed are the same as those for local 
nurses- This includes salary, subsi- 
dized housing and return of the air 
fare they paid to come to Israel, at 
termination of employment. In the 
case of Israeli nurses, instead of air 
fare refund, transportation to and 
from work is provided . 

The spokeswoman said the terms 
of the contracts for foreign nurses 
allow for their dismissal with two 
weeks' notice if it becomes posable 
to replace them with an Israeli nurse. 


Traveltax changes type of traveller; drop in package tours 


ByHAJH SHAPIRO 
Jerusalem PosfReporter 


t . agencies are hi troiiM&as a result of 
: the $150 travri tax, even though the 
* - number - of Isra eHs expected logo 
'-..'abroad . for Pessah » not far 'below 
lasLycar’s. v 

One source told The Jerusalem 
1 Post fiat' about 27,OOOIsraelis wQf be. 
" going abroad at Pessah time , * rar_10 
“ - per: cent less tbas -last' year. But at 
least one. airiine-executh^ said the 
drop in travelling Israelis, as com- 
pared to Pessah" 1984, could be as 
■. much as 30 per-cent. •• i 

- - Thereis noquestionthat whatever 
the final number may be j. the typeof. 
/."traveller is different: Hardly anyare 
.■ taking the low-price package toms 
that were once me bread- antimatter 
. " of the travel industry. ’ / •' ” 4 . 1 

And it is tiie wholesalers who 


invested -h eavily in developing and 
.-oiganmog. such, tours to be sold 
through Mother agents, who' arc now 
m tiouble. At least one wholesaler 
has completely dosed its package- ' 
tour operation, which constituted 
: : inrae thffli a thhti of its volume . 

, JronicaJIy , the few .packages left 
. 'on theraarket seem to be doing well, 
-although not,;asm .the 'past, with 
■families taking two or three cfaildrc n . 

“ Affigbt to Rhodes was selling briskly 
-and aribtherfhght to Palma de Wa- 
jorcawas-sold out, -» 

. But^.the. great- bulk of this year’s 
Pessah travellers are people who fee] 
they have togo-to a family seder, a 
-.wedding . or some special event. 

• Travel agents also "report selling 
; .more one-way tickets to temporary 
residents leaving the country,- or to 
Israelis going to try their lock 
' abroad. 

- Agents stud there were few cases 


of people trying to avoid paying a 
.part of the travel tax. by paying for a 
short bop and reserving for a much 
longer onward destination. But one 
agent admitted he would carry out 
such a transaction “for a good cus- 
tomer." 

“Usually, it just isn't worth it to 
the client, who finds out he really 
isn’t saving money," an agent said. 
The one exception seemed to be 
young people going to the Far East, 
who could go to Cairo to take advan- 
tage of whatin any case are far lower 
fares than those available in Israel, 
la other cases, the traveller could 
find that he has avoided paying the 
tax only to be faced with a much 
higher air fare. 

- One area where wholesalers have 
taken the tax into consideration is in 
p lanning packages so the diem only 
* pays one night of a hotel reservation 


in Israel, with the rest due abroad, or 
where car rental fees are collected at 
the destination. This saves the dient 
tax payment on ground fees, and 
brings the Israeli agent a far lower 
commission. 

“We're working just as hard even 
though we have less business." one 
agent said, “because we have two or 
three times more paperwork to do." 
This seems to be especially true since 
many of those travelling now are 
exempt from part of the taxes. 

Meanwhile, resort hotels in the 
country seem to be booked solidly 
for Pessah, and Easter. The kibbutz 
guest houses, which recently 
embarked on a dynamic sales cam- 
paign abroad, are booked solid and 
there is not a bed to be bad in Eilat 
and Tiberias. A number of Tel Aviv 
hotels are full, but there is still some 
room there. Netanya and Ashkelon 
also have room available. 
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nationalist terror motives 


Newsman testifies in trial, 
calls Yigal Laviv unreliable 

D.MiruAi vriratT MAN Tavor, Ze'evi and h 


/ HAIFA (Itim). - Teenager Danny . 
‘ Katz was muraered in November 
1983 for nationalistand tqotnist mo- % 
.-fives, according to the confession of 
.* one of the defendants in the case ./ 
1 presented to the district court here 
M yesterday. . / v - •/ 

". The asnfcssfonof Attaf of 
Wadi el-Ezn was submitted .at the . 

' conclusion ' of; a. long -mini -trial' bn • 
Sunday, when the court ajded. that.. 
•p confessions obtainedby police from ;• . 
" 'die five defendants w^ freely given 
and admissible. V :=r Z - i . - : /■' ■- T - ‘ 
( i . Police investigator Shanl Ezra,/ 
\ who took SahihPs .confesrion, jesti^' 
- fied yestenJay that-.Sabilri told' Hm 
■>; that the kidnap and murder of- the' 
£ Jewish boy wa<* carried out .for 
C nationalist and reir o ris t mOtives. 

•J- • ' j. J •• . 


during ?essab to malrei , «Sarfam/that : 
•ad Uav^hed food is brou^it mp 
‘^Army- feeasduring the hoBday* m. 
t^DF snokesmah saidyesterday. - - -., 


.’/- Ezra also testified that Sabihi said 
he and the other defendants were 
. not pp jd for the. crime and were not 
members of any organization. . 

At theend of Sabihi's confession, 
according to Ezra,- the defendant 
said: ‘To sorry for what I did and I 
a^formeingf.-”- 

Also yesterday, the lawyer for 
. defendant Fathi Janama of Sa k h n in 
saidpoEce were concealing evidence 
-that woukl support his diemfs aSbb 
- -Salon .Wakim r the lawyer, said Jana- 
/ ma was taking lessons at a driving 
school in Haifa at the time of the 
' murder, andlmstudenf scard from 
: /the sduxd would prove this. 

However Wakim said that when 
: -he had askbd to see it and have it 
placed in evidence, be had been told 
■ rips 'document was not ;[n.tbe' pro- 
^secationfile. ='. j i 

Ezra, lespancfaig to.tfik wntenr 
; tion, told the court that police had 
questioned Janama’s driving 
} teacher, who told them that Janama 
j did not shcrw up for his lesson on.tiie 
T day ofthe nnixder . . 


By MICHAL YUDELMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. - Journalist Yigal Laviv 
wrote favourable articles about 
hotelier Bezalel Mizrahi after get- 
ting a loan from Mizrahi, but when 
Mizrahi demanded his money back, 
Laviv denounced him in his articles, 
journalist Eli Tavor told the Tel 
Aviv District Court yesterday. 

Tavor was testifying as witness for 
the prosecution against Laviv, who is 
being charged with 12 counts of 
blackmail and extortion involving 
wen-known businessmen, some of 
whom are linked, according to the 
police, to the underworld. The 
businessmen include Mizrahi, con- 
tractor Shalom Genish, Monia Sha- 
pira, Eitaa Avnion , former Mekorot 
director Ze’ev Kariv, Shmuel Flatto- 
Sbaron and others. 

.. According to a memorandum 


Tavor, Ze'evi and Mizrahi met 
twice in June 1977 in Ze’evi’s house 
and then Nahmias and Kedmi res- 
igned from the police force. The 
incident followed reports that Law- 
had incriminating information he 
was about to publish about Tavori, 
from Nahmias and Kedmi. The con- 
nection between Tavori. Ze’evi and 
Mizrahi is yet to be made dear in the 
courtroom. 

At the time, Tavor was an editor 
at the Ha’olam Hazeh weekly, 
where Laviv worked as a reporter. 
Tavor told the court that be had not 
edited Laviv’ s stories because he 
believed Laviv was unreliable, and 
because of rumours that Laviv used 
his position for extortion. 

Tavor said he was amazed one day 
when Laviv started writing favour- 
able things about Mizrahi, knowing 
Laviv’s negative opinion of Mizrahi. 

, . i. r7_ a xjn-ir-ow. Kart 


prepared ^>y° T»vor, former 

police 'inspector-general Haim given Laviy a loan of ELtf .OOT to 
tavori COOtfcrated with Aluf (Res.) "renovate his apar^cnt Tavor ron- 
Reto’^Z?evi end Mferihi to trnued. Bet when Mizrali, =ventuaiy 
■ • : rtrvrcirm h«irt beean demandmR his money back. 


------- ■ ~ m _ 

remove investigations division bead 

Ya 1 acov Kedmi (today a district 
court judge) and chief intelligence 
officer Sami Nahmias from the 
police force in 1977. 



An Ethiopian immigrants group presents traditional music on Sunday 
at a conference of volunteers active in helping to settle the newcomers. 
More than a thousand immigrants and hundreds of others 
participated in the conference at Kfar Hamaccabiah in Ramal Gan 
sponsored by the World Zionist Org anization (M-Dckep 
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began demanding his money back, 
Laviv started writing bad things ab- 
out him again. Tavor said. 

Mizrahi is to testify for the pro- 
secution tomorrow.. 


Funeral for taxes 

PETAH TIKVA’S shopkeepers 
closed up shop yesterday to protest 
against the municipality's new tax 
rates for merchants. Only grocery 
stores opened briefly, closing at 9 
a.m. so grocers couid also partici- 
pate in the demonstration in from of 
City Hall. 

The demonstration featured a 
funeral procession, with a coffin fil- 
led with hundreds of municipal tax 
bills. “We're burying the rates be- 
fore they bury us." merchants ex- 
plained. 

Shopkeepers shouted. “We won’t 
pay." as they followed the coffin, 
and held signs such as “(Mayor) 
Tavori, we won’t pay for your Vol- 
vo." 

Soldiers nab smugglers 
AN IDF UNIT patrolling the secur- 
ity fence ou the northern border 
recently tracked down two suspected 
smugglers. 

The early-morning patrol noticed 
a break in ihe fence near an avocado 
grove at Moshav Shomera. The sol- 
diers entered the grove, saw some- 
one fleeing, and began to chase him. 

The soldiers, then saw two men in. 
a 'pickup ,ruck. The police drug 
squad was called and found 1.600 
grams of hashish not far from the 
truck. 

The two men. Yitzhak Ben-Moha . 
22, of Ya'araand Yoram Dayan, 20, 
of Nahariya, were arrested and later 


remanded in custody for 14 days. 
Dayan's name was only released for 
publication yesterday. 

Pessah cleaning 
COURTYARDS, gardens and 
other public areas in Jerusalem were 
the target yesterday of a pre-Pessah 
clean-up operation by 5.000 school- 
children. 

The children also put up signs in 
the stairways of apartment buildings 
advising residents how to dispose of 
trash during the traditional Pessah | 
cleaning. 

Acre to bloom 

HUNDREDS of flower growers 
including some from abroad are to 
participate in the international flow- 
er exhibition in Acre's Old City 
during Pessah. The Acre municipal- 
ity expects 100.000 visitors. 

The exhibition, in Knights’ Hall 
will include tropical and exotic flow- 
ers and plants used for herbal medi- 
cine. 

No radar, no takeoff 

EL AL’s flight 009 to New York 
started down the runway on sche- 
dule at 8.30 a.m. yesterday, but 
stopped before taking off when the 
jumbo's pilot discovered that the 
plane's radar was not working prop- 
erly. 

The 400 passengers were returned 
to the terminal, and the radar was 
repaired. The plane departed less 
than an hour later. 


Violent driver 
tear-gassed by 
tity inspector 

A Jerusalem city inspector was 
forced to use tear |as yesterday 
when the owner of an illegally 
parked car attacked her and an aide 
as the latter was placing the “Denver 

Boot" wheel lock on the vehicle. 

“I'd like to see what you can do. 
the 22-year-old driver said to the 
inspector. Aviva Haim. 25. when, 
having spotted his car at a no- 
stopping zone, she asked him to 
drive it away. 

The driver then began hitnng the 
aide, who was putting the wheel- 
locking derice on his car. 

Haim later said that at that point 
she tried to snatch the car keys so the 
driver would not escape, and the 
driver then hit her. She then used the 
tear gas. 

The driver was eventually- 
apprehended by passersby. He was 
arrested, and Haim was taken to a 
Kupat H olim clinic for injuries to her 
hand. 

A citv spokesman said that since 
the Denver Boot was instituted in 
Jerusalem, several city inspectors 
have been attacked by drivers, and 
manv inspectors have requested not 
to be sent out on Denver Boot 
missions. (Itim) 


UK row over 
Israeli guns 

Bv JERRY LEWIS 
Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
LONDON. - Britain bought second- 
hand cannon from Israel in 1983 
despite an embargo on the sale of 
military equipment to Israel im- 
posed at the beginning of the 1982 
Lebanon war. However, the poor 
condition of some guns has since led 

to a Ministry of Defence inquiry into 
the £4 million deal. 

; A Sunday Telegraph report this 
week revealed that many of the 
six-barrel 20-mm. rotary- cannon, 
i which were originally manufactured 
in the U.S. by General Electric, 
required major overhaul rather than 
the anticipated minor service. Some 
5 were even damaged . 

3 Following the Falklands war. Bri- 
tain wished to re-equip 120 Phantom 
y aircraft , most of which dated back to 
‘ 1969. 

According to the Sunday Tele- 
^ graph report. United Scientific In- 
dustries, when told by the Ministry 
l_ of Defence of the urgency of the 
order, bought second-hand cannon 
“unseen" from the Israeli govem- 
k ment. U.S.I. is a sub-contractor for 
i- the ministry. A ministry spokesman 
it has confirmed that the contract 
« allowed for some refurbishment of 

ie the guns. . , . _ . 

y But when the guns arrived m Bri- 
tain some were discovered damaged 


. 

and much of the rest of the equip- 
ment required a major overhaul. 

As a result, the ministry has begun 
an inquiry. 




“The Golden Tower” — 
a modern senior citizens 
housing center 
in the heart of Jerusalem. 

Sales start now. 

A joint venture of Bank Tefahot 
and Solel Boneh Co. 


“The Golden Tower” is an 
apartment complex designed for 
senior citizens. The building, 
with a beautiful view of the city, 
is within a convenient distance 
from the center of town, and is 
connected via an underground 
passage to the beautiful Sachet 
Park. 

“The Golden Tower” is one of a 
number of housing projects for 
senior citizens throughout the 
country initiated by Tas Zahau Ltd. 
— a joint venture of Bank Tefahot 
and Solel Boneh Co. 

“The Golden Tower” consists of 93 
modem, spacious suites of 1& 2 


and 2% room plus 3 penthouses. 
Purchasers will receive full legal 
rights to their apartments. 

“The Golden Tower” provides 
residents with complete services 
required by senior citizens, in 
accordance with the best Western 
standards: 

■ Direct telephone contact from 
each apartment to the office. 

■ 24-hour security. 

■ Message reception service for 
all residents during office 
hours. 

■ Kosher meal. 

■ Housekeeper services. 

■ First-aid medical services. 

■ Laundry room, including dryer. 



■ Cafeteria. 

■ Special elevators, including 

Shabbat elevator. 

■ Transport service to town 
center and return. 

■ Library and synagogue. 

■ Entertainment and Culture 
activities. 

Mortgages 

Mortgages will be made available 
by Bank Tefahot to purchasers 
upon request. 

Sales and Information 

Ambassador — 

23 Ramban St., Jerusalem, 

Tel. 02-639996/8 
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WORTHWHILE SHOPPING 



NETANYA’S LARGEST FURNITURE EXHIBITION 

2 FULL FLOORS — 1 ,000 sq.m. 

• Designs available for every taste • Special beds for religious, orthodox 
. Reasonable prices- . good terms. . Lounge Surtes . Dining Room Suhes 

• Salon Wall Fixtures Bedroom Suites 

NEWlll RUSTIC DESIGNS (including Chinese designs) 

White furniture, curtaining, kitchen furniture, garden furniture, dinettes, children's and youth 
furniture, wardrobes (fitted and free standing), sideboards, beds (box spring -mattresses) also 
handmade. Reclining TV armchairs, nests of tables, office furniture, bamboo furniture and other 
accessories including lampshades. 

lilt Furniture Ltd. i S KJkarHa’atzmaut, Netanya, Tel. 053-32925. 


EDDIE FREUDMANN OF 


1 Krause St. Netanya 


ADIV TOURS LTD. aSs 

NEW YORK: Special offer: $567 return, until middle June. 

SCANDINAVIA: 2 Tours, June 16 (17 days) August 4 (17 days). An exciting trip to the wonderful 
sights and heights of Europe... 

LONDON: Individual theatre and shopping. Throughout summer, at winter prices 

AUSTRALIA: SPECIAL OFFERS 

Take advantage of new LOW LOW FARES. Call us for details. From $999 return. 

CHINA TOUR. Inc. 3 days Hong Kong, May 28 for 23 days $2,590, including vegetarian food. 


KOSHER FOR PESSAH 


CHUDY FLOWERS 1 
Herzliya 


Your Flowers 
with Special Care 

* Beautiful arrangements for all occasions 

* Telephone orders welcomed. 

* Deliveries in Israel and 
throughout the world. 

Ran Chudy, 23 Ben-Gnxion SL, 

Herzliya Tel. 052-543830. 


CARPET CLEANING AND REPAIR 

* AU TYPES OF CARPETS * Spacializiffg in PERSIAN and 
CHINESE Carpets * Wall-To-Wall Carpets Cleaned in Your 
Homa * Evaluation of Carpets far Insurance Purposes * 
Furniture Cleaning in Your Homa. 

Free collection and delivery 
ALL SERVICES FULLY GUARANTEED 


ARGAMAN 

Tel. 053-31003, 33667. 

Old Industrial Zone, Netanya 





NEW IN THE HEART OF NETANYA (CITY) All under one roof 

SHEKUT RECHEV HA-100 BhBI 

AGENTS FOR: DAIHATSU; INNOCENTI; AUTOBIANCHX; LANCIA MOTOR CARS 


Now open: Fully automatic washing/hot wax/ drying machine 


Lubrication service while you wait. All types of car repairs, by highly qualified mechanics. Special steam 
equipment for engine cleaning. Anti-rust nndercoating and sealing. For your convenience! Call us and we’U 
collect your car and return it to your home. 


KVl Open daily: 7 am . 7 p.m. 
Hajpr Friday: 7a.nL- 3 pjn. 


aV UTCSiAXCH! 


Netanya, 10 Bareket St, 
TeL 033-43261; 053-38293 



NEW IN NETANYA M 

an exotic selection of: 

* House Plants 

★ Cactuses 

★ Flowers j 

★ Plant Pot Holders * 

* Artificial Plants & Flowers 

★ Home Deliveries 

★ Assorted Gifts 

* Special Arrangements ^ 

* Let us quote you For 

* Private Parties. Sim chat, or that Special Occasion. 


DORIT FLOWERS ibenyshwon) 

8 HERZL ST. {D1ZENGOFF CORNER) 
NETANYA TEL. 053-33440 


» THE WIG SALON 

FOR RECIGIOUS WOMEN 

iTp F0B ™ E FASH,ON conscious 

^ \ * Stvling and Setting by Miriam and Marlene 

* Sjleand service of wigs * Excellent selection 

* Top quaiitv work ★ Reasonable prices 

* Selection of hats and headscarves 

* A“ractive costume jewelry \ 

053-308901 29 Herd SU Netanya fm passage) ! 


i 



For details call The Jerusalem Post 
Advertising Dept. Tel Aviv. 03-2942 22 

Ask for Gerry Kriss 


Diplomat vanished inNew Delhi: 

U.S. confirms asylum for Soviet 


NEW DELHI (AP). - A Soviet 
diplomat defected to the U.S. 
was probably not acting alone and 
may have been illegally spirited out 
of India, the Soviet Embassy said 
yesterday. 

India meanwhile conveyed its “se- 
rious concern" to the U-S. govern- 
ment over its handling of the case . 

Kburshed Alain Khan. India's 
deputy minister of external affairs, 
told parliament the government had 
asked the U.S. for “full details" on 
the defection of Igor Gezfaa. third 


secretary in the Soviet Embassy’s 
information department. 

India apparently wants to know 
whether the U.S. Embassy here ex- 
ceeded its diplomatic privilege and 
sneaked Gezha out of the country. 

The U.S. Embassy, breaking its 
silence on ihe case, confirmed the 
defection yesterday. “Soviet diplo- 
mat Igor Gezha has requested and 
been granted political asylum at a 
point outside India," an embassy 
statement said. “He is safe and well 
in the U.S." 


3 Soviets on hunger strikes 
for visas to join spouses 


MOSCOW (AP). - Three Soviets, 
including a man who fasted for 42 
days in 19S2 in an effort to join his 
American wife, said yesterday they 
have begun hunger strikes to protest 
against the authorities' refusal to 
allow them to join their spouses in 
the West. 

Yuri Balovlenkdv, one of a group 
of seven Soviets who went on hunger 
strikes in 1982. said he began fasting 
yesterday. Two others. Alexander 
Pereldik and Tamara Tretyakova 
Lipshitz. said they had been fasting 
for seven days. 

The three stressed they were pro- 
testing separately, not as a group, 
and wanted their cases reviewed in- 
dividually by authorities. 

Balovlenkov’s wife. Elena Kus- 
menko Balovlenkov, works as a 
nurse iq Baltimore. Maryland, 
where she lives with the couple's son 
and daughter. Balovlenkov. 36. said 
he stopped his fast in 1982 after 
authorities promised he would be 
given an exit visa. When the visa was 
refused, be fasted again. 

“I was then promised a visa in 
January 1985 on the conditions that I 


work, that I give no press confer- 
ences and that I not meet with fore- 
ign correspondents." he said. I fulfil- 
led all these conditions, but the visa 
was not given to me." 

Mis. Lipshitz. whose husband*, 
Simon Lipshitz. was allowed to emi- 
grate in 1979, was informed by 
Soviet officials yesterday that her 
most recent application for emigra- 
tion was being turned down. The 
reason given, she said, was that her 
husband was originally given permis- 
sion to leave for Israel but did not 
establish residence there. 

She said she has also asked au- 
thorities to allow her 6-year-old son 
to join his father in Deerfield. Illi- 
nois without her if she is not permit- 
ted to leave. 

Pereldik said he married Glady's 
Quiros. of Trujillo, Peru, in 1981 
while she was studying psychiatry in 
Moscow. She had been studying 
here for eight years, hut was forced 
to leave soon after the marriage, he 
said. 

“I have applied to leave often 
since then,” he said, “but they tell 
me it would be pointless. Pointless 
for whom?” 


South Koreans to return boat 


SEOUL (AP). - The South Korean 
government said yesterday a 
Chinese torpedo boat that drifted 
into Korean waters carrying six dead 
crewmen and two wounded men will 
be returned to China with all its 
surviving crew members. 

The announcement by a govern- 
ment spokesman made no mention 
of earlier reports that indicated some 
of the crew were seeking to defect. 
But it said no political motive was 
found in its official investigation. 

It said all the survivors expressed 
their desire to be sent back. The boat 
had carried 19 men. 

China called for the prompt return 
of the boat after the incident that 
began Friday in the Yellow Sea off 
South Korea's east coast. , v _ 

• - ‘ 'The announcement said the return 


of the boat and crew members would 
be carried out as soon as the vessel 
bad been repaired and refuelled and 
the two wounded men were able to 
travel. Earlier reports had said they 
were not seriously wounded. 

There was no mention of the six 
dead, but it was assumed the bodies 
would be returned at the same time. 

The government announcement 
said its investigation found that two 
members of the crew were reported 
to have harboured grievances 
against their superiors and started a 
fight while the boat was taking part 
in a training exercise. 

It said the two - who were among 
the survivor: - seized.two rifles and - 
opened .fire, shooting. -to . dearh^spe. 
crewmembers. 


Hungarian Communists open 
crucial four-day congress 


BUDAPEST (AP). - The country’s 
Communist Party began its congress 
yesterday as leaders, in prepared 
speeches, endorsed cautious econo- 
mic liberalism but condemned 
domestic critics in Hungary, the 
most reform-minded of the Soviet 
Bloc countries. 

The meeting is the most important 
policy session for Hungarian leaders 
in five years and the first Communist 
Party congress in eastern Europe 
since the death of Soviet leader Kon- 
stantin Chernenko on March 10. 

The four-day meeting is to set 
Hungary’s political, social and eco- 
nomic development for the next five 
years. Since the early 1970s the 
country's economic experiments and 
relatively tolerant political climate 
have made it unique within the 
Soviet Bloc. 

Prepared remarks by Janos 
Kadar. Hungarian Communist Party 
leader, and Andras Gyenes, head of 


the party's disciplinary body - the 
Central Control Commission - were 
made available late Sunday. 

Kadar, the initiator of the re- 
forms. criticized in his speech “unba- 
lanced and unhistorical pieces or 
programmes violating our political 
interests and moral norms." 

“Publicity has been... accorded to 
writings professing anti-socialist 
views and attacking the social sys- 
tem.” wrote Gyenes. “These phe- 
nomena create... rightful indigna- 
tion." 

Hungarian analysts said Gyenes 
was alluding to criticism in print, film 
and broadcast of Hungary's Stalinist 
era. Some liberalization in the 1950s 
allowed opposition to grow, culmi- 
nating in 1956 with a bloody anti- 
communist revolt that was crushed 
by Soviet troops and tanks. Kadar 's 
government was installed a month 
after the revolt. 


Gezha vanished while jogging in a 
city park March 17. Gezha, 37* trad 
worked in the embassy here for fote 
years. He was to complete bis assign- 
ment in India and return toi Moscow 
later this year. *••'' • 

Gezha left behind his wife, aid 
10-year-old daughter, who returned 
to Moscow on Saturday night- ' 

It is still unclear how and. when 
Gezha slipped out of the country. 

American sources said Gezha did 
not take refuge at the U.S. Embassy, 
here. 


It’s a case of 
blind justice 
leading - 
the blind 

BAY CITY, Michigan (AP). ~ A 
state judge who is legally bfiud. 
has taken to leading his guide dog, ’ 
Major, since die Siberian Husky 
suddenly lost his sight 

“I know it looks a tittle ridkn- - 
’ loos, butl want to keep Ms spirits 
up. ’’said Judge Craig Alston, 30. 

Major, who is 10, probably is . 
suffering from optical neuritis, 
which causes a loss of function of .. 
the optic nerve, according to 
veterinarians at Michigan State': • 
University. 

They prescribed cortisone tab- 
lets and told Alston that Major 
has a 75 per cent chance of re^un- / 
ing his sight, probably within a - 
month. - . 

Alston said he has not had to 
curtail his activities since Major . . 
went blind. As a judge, he said, be 
does not have to move around 
much and can get around with his 
limited vision, fife secretary reads 
cases to him. 


New bid to end 
strike in Denmark 

COPENHAGEN (AP). - The Dan-, 
isb government scheduled new 
efforts yesterday to end one of the- 
country’s biggest labour conflicts 
since the end of World War II, as 
strikes and lockouts went into their 
second day. • 

AU major , construction projects - 
throughout the country were be- 
lieved stopped. Most daily newspap- - 
ers shut down and nearly aO Den- 
mark’s trucking business was 
brought to a halt. . '* 

It is expected that a government 
proposal could be ready by Thursday 
for consideration . by die Folketing. : 

Denmark’s parliament. . ... 

The resolution ^widely ; ggsegteri , 
to bring wage and price restnebohs. 
possibly freezes; and to lead to taxes • 
and other measures offsetting union 
gains. .* ... * 

The dispute broke out after 
mediation efforts failed last week 
between the Danish Employers Fed- ' 
eratioD and the Danish federation of 
unions. The unions wanted pay rises 
they estimated at 4 to 6per cent and 
a shortening of the work week to 35 
hours. 


Chile hit by aftershock 

WASHINGTON (AP). - Central. 
Chile was rocked early yesterday by 
another strong aftershock to the ma-~ 
jor earthquake that hit the region 
three weeks ago, foe U.S. Geologic- 
al Survey said. 

There were no immediate reports 
of injuries or damages- ■ 


Perkis beaten, 
Mansdorf heads on 

Post Sports Staff ; u 

There have been mixed fortunes: 
for Israel’s tennis men in their piir- 
suit for glory -in international pas- v. . 
tures.. Shabar Perkis has again been w 
beaten in the first round of the latest 
Grand Prix event. In Milan, he was - . 
-put out 6-3, 2-6, 7-6 by Australians 
Wally Masw. ' 

Israel’s No. 3 player. Amos Man- 
sdorf, on theofoer baccL has col- , 
leered invaluable-points on the ATP ' 
computer for his efforts on the Ita- • • 
lian satellite circuit. . 

Mamforf, ■!>, Balshrf tbe’riitsdl in third - 
p tax among I be- contestants by virtue of. . 

«^Miwr theM«H-Bi»»hia Verwia. tfagonniila- 
five emit of die Bm conipctftiw* ^ 

11-idH wmner-np and gflt lO the MM. fa 
earth* tourney*. _ L ' 

In the last four months, Mansdwf ■!» won , 
the recent Sooth African satdUtc circuit has 
riNmh rd 9J rnngs on the ladder toaroottd 
spot. PferkisstHrted the week tn 53rd spot with . 

ShloinoGBdBtaio97talnthestandta|p. . 

Cross-coimtry effort . 

TEL AVIV- —Tower Row was tbemastsocoess- 
M of the too hoc! fMrtiajpntt fa fi* 
weekend's 13th annual world cross-country . . 
dnmpfapshfas in Lisbon, taking 2Z3rd place . 
among the 32* starters fa .the men' 's 12km. ratae. -. 

The 2l-jtar«M Hapod Em Gedl i mu tes co- 
vered the testing coarse in 37:14 mmole*. ; 

- EB Taaar.oTHapoel Netanya. finished I L2lh 
among Ac IS! participants in (he ander-IV . . 

Junior co mpctl tloa , docking 25:45 tor the '* 
7.9km. distance. * 
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More killing s in Indian ethnic clashes 


JORDAN 
HOTEL 


NEW DELHI (AP). - Two people 
were kilted and nine others injured 
as Hindu-Modern violence flared 
anew in the southern city of Hyder- 
abad. foe United News of India 
reported yesterday. 

Police opened fire Sunday night to 
control clashing Hindus and Mos- 
lems in Hyderabad, capital of 
Andhra Pradesh state, about 1,250 
kilometres south of here. 


Two people were killed and three 
others seriously injured as rival gang? 
fought with knives in foe curfew- 
bound old sector of foe city, the news 
agency reported. 

A teenage girl died and her 
mother was injured yesterday when 
police opened fire at a violent crowd 
m the western Indian state of Gu- 
jarat, the Press Trust of India re- 
ported. 


21 injured in LA gas explosion 

LOS ANGELES (AP). - A gas shopping when the blast hit. 


LOS ANGELES (AP). - A gas 
explosion blew off foe front of a 
discount clothing store Sunday, 
sparking a fire and injuring at least 
22 persons, two critically, and leav- 
ing one person missing, officials 
said. 

Fearing additional explosions, au- 
thorities evacuated hundreds of peo- 
ple in a block area surrounding the 
store, where at least 75 people were 


Massacre in zoo 

ADELAIDE. Australia (AP). - 
More than 60 animals, including 
kangaroos, sheep and a crocodile, 
were savagely beaten and hacked to 
death by a gang that broke into the 
children's section of the Adelaide 
zoo. police said yesterday. 

Shocked zookeepers found the 64 
slaughtered animals yesterday 
morning. Many of the animals had 
been like pets to the staff and 
thousands of children who visited 
them. 

“Most of them were tame and 
would come up to you. and conse- 
quently were very easy to catch,” foe 
zoo director said. 


Officials found no natural gas 
leak, but detected gas. winch smel- 
led as if it came from a sewer, in a 
store across the street. 

The explosion at foe store, a block 
from the popular Farmers Market, 
shattered windows and scattered 
remnants of the building throughout 
the area. 


620-metre peace plea 

GENEVA (Retuer). - A letter writ- 
ten by about 2.000 U.S. schoolchil- 
dren pleading for a halt to the nuc- 
lear arms race was handed to U.S. 
negotiators here yesterday. 

The 620-metre-tong letter was 
composed of individual messages 
collected in the last two weeks and 
stapled together. 

Two samples of foe contents: 
“Dear world leaders.” wrote Jes- 
sica Scott from Renton, Washing- 
ton. “Peace is important to me be- 
cause even if we have done some- 
thing very bad I think we still have a 
right to live.” 


of 


Come spend some 
wonderful days at 
the largest hotel in ; 

Tiberias. International 
atmosphere, . 
personalised service, 
breathtaking view, ' 
magnificent rooms, 
restaurants, 
swimming pool, 
entertainment • 
programs and 

unsurpassed . 

Exerting 10 on the 
storey height trip n ' • J- . w 

in glass elevator SllfirOC /Vfr 
-feeing the ■ . 

Marvelous 4 day ottilG vCl H 

$105 for 3 nights, per person in double room 
half-beard, -VAT not Included (valid until May 31 W 

- not including Pessah and Shavuoth). : y 

Additional features included in the price: 

Free entrance and free lunch at the Young 
Hamei Tverfe hot springs: . 

Free entrance and free lunch at Hamat Gader : 
(does not jnctade transportation). 

One chiW sharing .parents room receives 40 % 
reduction: on room fflKi Ik^ meals. "m m 

Several places stiff avaifafrfe -for Pessah. V v f ' ' '■* : 

Have a pleasant stay at the Jordan River Hotel . l - 

JORDAN RIVER HOTEL 


Tiberias, Tel. (10 lines): 067-92950 
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[/THOUGH it : is- : ocw autjnhn .’in 


TS 


the air in BraifL And iu>£ otilyin 
6 tie Janeiro , tfte'eity of fiesta^and 
itertammetu: Thrcragbooithat Vast 
luntryV with its' 130- million xnhabr- 
nts. spring is' infoeaif riot citify 
xaiuse.this is the carnival season - 
ben ew^ything, pakksuIarlyicRio 
lines to a standstill — rbnt decanse 


_ 

vilianrole. . .... .. 

True, inflation continue oh-" 
>ated — at the end-of January It.---' 
ood. at a record annual rate of 23^ ■ 
er cent - tip 9 'per-cent from 1 the 
revious month - - but BraziBans, 
itb a system of indexation even , 
tore -sophisticated than JsraePs, 
ave1)dcome accustdmedtd rL " 
The difference between tb^ciffi- , 
ial Md tte "paralfer (Wack)doUar 1 
ecsists; the accumolazed national " 
oreign debris still the hi ghes t in the - 
/or Id (not, pf coarse, per capita-hj 
oat category ft is easier exccedecfby 
srael).. ' . * .-‘■■.v.' , 

All the same, the crisis seems to- 
lave passed , aod there is an unmis- 
akabte note of optimism. Brazil’s ‘ 
rade surplus increased from $6.4 *. 
ifllion^.m-. 1983 to $13.1 .bifliou. in 
984; its industrial production, 
vbicb fell 5.7 per cent iril983, was ' 
ip- 8 per cent the previous; year. by.-. 
ast . autumn. .Job and profits axe 
x>ming back: industrial employment *’ 
n Sao Paolo rose by more than^ per 
seat -last year, and. share .prices 
almost doubled in real terms. ~ 
Most important, there 'isa' feeling 
that this is just a beginning; that from 
now on the situation .will contmue uj" 
improve'.. - ." 

THIS OPTIMISM ; is, to a. large ex- 
tent, die result of tbe election o£ a 
slight, 75-year-oid seasoned .poKfr 
j^ian as the first civilian president of 
the country in several decades. . V. 

Tancredo Neves Was electeit in- 
directly; by an electoral college; but 
his election' is considered as a 
triumph for democracy, and the “fact 
that the armed forces, at least initial- • 
ly. had supported his rival only adds 
to his triumph. ■ - ■ .■■■". . ■ . ; 

The country was indeed tired of ’ . 
being ruled by generals, and stories ' 
abound concerning their incompe- 
tence. . ... 

The tiredness seems to have been 
mutual. In a ‘remarkably frank TV 
interview, outgoing President Joso 
Fzguexredo admitted that be never fidr ‘ 
at home in politics; that be mnch ; 
preferred the barracks, where peo-' 
pie' were concerned with honour. and 
fatherland, to the devious ways’ pf 
politicians ; that he had riot made dny 
true friendsin polmcs; Bi sbbrt^ he 
insinuated that accepting theprex^ - 
idency had been the greatest mistake 
ofhislife. . . •*!. V ■' 

The sigh of reUef that^ccOmpa- . . 
nied the end of mihta^Tulewustlms . . 
audible an both ^d^Arid^ajj 



- ByNETANEL LORCH J Special to The Jerusalem Post 



[ FadsofBrazil (left); General J dab Flgoeiredo. ~baek to the barracks. 


(Camera Press) 


riately, it was accompanied by a 
dance.: 

WHEN j LECTURED about Israel 
at the ' Ideological Institute of the 
ruling party, I found the walls plas- 
tered with posters: primeiroBaileda 
Dempcrada the first dance of 
democracy — proclaimed one. 

i Neves, who missed themangura- 
tion because of illness and has still 
not been fonnallyswom in stands for 
democracy'- everyone nowadays 
seem*/ to stand . .for democracy in 
BrazitThefronthe established just 
prior to Sections has been equated' 
vritii a -sacramental font: he who 
submerges in it is forgiven all bis sms 
rathepast ' - 

Around the slogan of democracy,, 
-he has been able to -unite' a group of 
strange bedfellows - from major 
private, enterprise to labour; from 
centre-right to liberaI-lefL.W31 he be 
able to keep this motley group 
together once the honeymoon is 
over arid be is called upon to take 
tough decisens? - ... - 

Many Brazilians believe that his . 
chances are. more than even - his 
advanced age, for one, is considered 
a definite advanragefbr be wiD not 
have. further political ambitions after 
has feim; ’“This means he can act 
exclusively in the interests of the 
nation,” said one prominent Jewish 
leader.,';; 

■At the same time, Neves under- 
took a whirlwind tour of seven capit- 
als,^ excursion that has been uni- 
versally acclaimed — arid proof of 
stamina rare in a peisdn'-of his age. '•.* 
t *■•■*■> - ’■ f > -■ ■— ■ ■ l_L 


‘Whereyer he went, from Rome to 
Washington - “We have debts to 
God and debts to the devil” - be 
repeated .the same theme. “We must 
pay what we owe. This is our most 
elementary . obligation.” But the 
negotiation of foe national debt- 
repayment schedule is not a matter 
for economists; it is a politician's 
job. 

BEYOND THAT. Neves is not pre- 
pared lo go. He. comes from Minas 
Gerais -and the Mineiros are known 
to be cagey, patient and shrewd. 
Indeed, . it is traditionally believed 
that they are descended from Jews 
who escaped from Recife after its 
reconquest by the Portuguese and 
got stuck halfway to Sao Paulo. 

Great hopes are being staked on 
the Consntuente. the constituent 
assembly Neves promised to con- 
voke by 1986, as if a new constitution 
could serve as a panacea for the 
nation's ills. 

Tbe party activists whom I addres- 
sed were hardly encouraged by what 
I had to tell them about Israel's 
experience in constitution-making. 
On the other hand, they were keenly 
interested in everything concerning 
the economic package deal - better 
known in Brazil under its more poe- 
tic name. Facto Social - which may 
well serve as a model for Brazil. 

If the spring feeling is laced with 
sadness, it is felt, of all places in Rio. 

For all its gaiety, it has lost the seat 
of government to Brasilia: it is out- 
distanced immensely by Sao Paulo in 
terms -of- economic and industrial 


activity. In short, it is a city strug- 
gling to retain its soul, to redefine its 
role" 

Not thar The former ministries 
stand empt>- - on the contrary, there 
is already a shortage of space, pro- 
ring that Parkinson's Law is valid 
not merely for time, but also for 
space. Bui the splendour and the 
glory have largely gone, and the 
unsurpassed beauty of the landscape 
notwithstanding, there is an elegaic. 
despondent air 'about the city. 

This struck me particularly in the 
course of a visit to the SO-y ear-old 
president of the Academy of Letters. 

.Although the academy has con- 
structed a brand new building for its 
headquarters, the ancient president 
refuses to move from the spacious, 
old and decrepit building next door. 

SAO PAULO, on the other hand, is 
a city on the move. 

It is a straggling megalopolis, on 
steep hills like San Francisco, whose 
skyscrapers gradually displace 
pleasant little villas: whose fnvelas 
are built of bricks, and whose super- 
modem metro is the. envy of many 
cities. 

Is Neves good for tbe Jews? Here, 
too. there is optimism. Some months 
azo he manifested his interest in 
strengthening ties of technical coop- 
eration with Israel, particularly in 
the field of irrigation and agricultu- 
ral pl annin g vital for the recupera- 
tion of foe arid north-cast. 

On the Middle East. Neves said he 
would try to make a positive con- 
tribution towards a peaceful solu- 


tion. adding that "we must always 
bear in mind the need to prevent the 
infiltration of resentments which 
may disturb the friendly coexistence 
between dependents of Arabs and 
Jews in our country." 

He 2 lso promised to rerise Brazil's 
UN vote on the Zionism -racism 
equation and. concerning his rela- 
tionship with the Brazilian Jewish 
community, he said: "Brazil is not a 
country of discrimination... we are 
all Brazilians... regimes of violence 
always strike firs: and foremosr at 
the jews. Even in Brazil we have 
witnessed occasional outbursts, 
which fortunately disintegrate with- 
in the effective conscience and 
national spirit of the people." 

THUS. ISRAEL can look forward 
to a gradual thaw in its rather cool 
relations with Brazil, while at the 
same time carefully watching Bra- 
zil's growing incursion into tradition- 
al markets for Israeli agricultural 
and agro-industrial products: Brazil 
already supplies two-thirds of 
Europe's orange juice: it is rapidly 
entering the U.S. marker, and bran- 
ching out into other areas. 

Stefan Zweig. haring paid a trium- 
phant visit to Brazil in 1936. came 
back in 1940 to write an enthusiastic 
book. Brazil, Land of the Future. 

The book was not well received. 
Selfish mercenary motives were 
attributed to the author: his hopes 
for the future were interpreted as 
criticism of the present. Less than 
two years later. Zweig and his wife 
were found dead in their apartment 
near Rio. 

Disappointment with his adoptive 
land may have played a rote in their 
decision to commit suicide. "Forty 
years later." writes Alberto Dines in 
19S2. " the Land of the Future is 
misplaced, wishful thinking, a 
crashed dream. It sounds like a la- 
mentation. like a song of despair. 
Tbe range of potentialities and latent 
possibilities, disparaged when first 
published because it was viewed with 
alien eyes, of a gringo, sounds like a 
plaint for missed opportunities - as if 
the future had been delayed or des- 
tined never to arrive. 

"Stefan Zweig paid for what he 
had not seen and for what he de- 
duced by intuition, for lack of in- 
formation and excess of perception. 
Destiny of visionaries: not to please 
their contemporaries, and to annoy 
their descendants. “ 

This was written just over four 
years ago. Sitting in a cafe in Sao 
Paulo now, Alberto Dines, a jour- 
nalist who suffered under the milit- 
ary regime, voiced hope for the 
future; not all-embracing, enthusias- 
tic belief in heaven on earth, but 
cautious, earthy, steady - like 
Neves. 

The writer is a former Clerk of the 
Knesset. 


Shining example 


MUSIC REVIEWS 


RECITAL - NnriT Silver. eHIo: Philip Slhef 
piuo (YMCA-Kol Israel. March 21 1 - Bach: 
Souia No^. to D: V. SiotchroLv: HasikBc 
Suae: Dvorak: Woods": Salxu-Sams: 

CrDo Sonata No.I. opes 32. 

BRAND-NEW immigrants, ihe Sil- 
ver Duo. presented their credentials 
at a chamber music ensemble in an 
afternoon recital, the "Etnakhta" 
series of Kol Hamusika. Four entire- 
ly different pieces of music were 
included, apparently to demonstrate 
flexibility and mastery of different 
styles. Weighty content could be 
discerned only in the opening work. 
Bach's Second Sonata for viola da 
gamba. which was performed as a 
birthday pres em for the master, 
whose 500th birthday fell on the day 
of the recital. Stutchev sky’s Hassidic 
Suite is a collection of four song or 
dance types from Eastern Europe: 
Dvorak's Silent Woods, an approp- 
riately quiet and sleepy mood piece. 

Why artists choose such long and 
difficult pieces like Saini-Saens' First 
Cello Sonata is something to ponder. 
A lot of preparatory work and tech- 
nical effort is required, and the re- 
sulting musical enjoyment is rather 
meagre. The two young artists mad-.* 
a gallant effort. TTieir interpretation 
avoided being sentimental, and their 
execution of technically demanding 
parts and utilising of every singing 
phrase for be! canto expression 
earned them respect and apprecia- 
tion. but nothing could prevent the 
composer, a very minor master, 
from boring the audience. 

The two artists proved they have 
professional, high standards, and 
one hopes to hear them again, but in 
a programme of more consequential 
music YOH ANAS BOEHM 

BACH ORGAN FESTIVAL - Elisabeth Roto IT 
(Rcdermrr Church. Old Cit>. Jerusalem. 
March 211. Prelade and Fugue. BWV 531: 
Chorale Variations. BWV 767: Prelode and 
Fugue. BWV 532: Toccata and Fugue. BWV 
566: SH Chorales; Toccata and Fugue in D 
minor, BWV 565. 

ON BACH'S 300th birthday. Eli- 
sabeth Roloff opened her series of 
all the great master's works for the 
organ, which is scheduled for 12 
consecutive Thursdays (until June 
13). The presentations will roughly 
follow a historical progression, so 
this first evening gave us works prob- 
ably written before his appointment 
as organist and conductor in Weimar 
in 1708. They were characterized by 
relatively simple melodic lines 
(triads and scales) and strict adher- 
ence to traditional forms and struc- 
tures (Frescobaldi. Buxtehude l. 

The recent additions to the church 
organ have enriched the possibilities. 


for colourful and contrasting regis- 
ters. In particular, the extension of 
the reeds (trumpet and erumboro) 
and the bassoon register (with its lh 
ft.) have given the organ a new rich- 
ness and depth, which Elisabeth 
Roloff employed to great advantage. 

Needless to say. careful preparation 
and faultless execution were evident 
throughout the recital. 

While the six Chorales were too 
much the Mime thing, the final Toc- 
cata and Fugue in D minor offered 
virtuoso brilliance and brought the 
evening to a rousing climax. The 
capacity audience again demons- 
trated the attractiveness of the mas- 
ter’s music to a wide public. 

This series offers a singular oppor- 
tunity to follow the composer's de- 
velopment to full mastery. Elisabeth 
Roloff must be given full credit for 
undena king such a tremendous task, 
and her responsible musicianship 
Guarantees an eniovable experience. 

Y.B. 

HAIFV SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA. I rs 
Schneider, cnndueling: uiih Boris Berman, 
pto no f Haifa. Vudilnriom. March t?i. Brahms: 
Concerto \o.2 tor Piann and ( hxhi-Jra in B flat 
major, up. K3: Bruckner: S_s mphom No. 4 in F. 
rial major. "The Romantic." 

ALTHOUGH we have come to 
admire Urs Schneider's interesting 
and innovative presentations of big 
works never played before by the 
HSO. this evening the combination 
of the Brahms large-scale concerto 
and the expansive, post- roman tie 
Bruckner symphony did not make 
for a well-const reeled programme. 
The programme was not easy to get 
through, for the musicians nor lor 
the audience. 

Boris Berman handled the deman- 
ding second piano concerto with a 
serious approach. His rendition 
showed good technique musical abi- 
lities and refinement. Missing was 
sufficient expressive intensity and 
sonority. His instrument sounded 
out of tune, and there was not 
enough cooperation between (he 
solo and the orchestra parts, which 
impaired the presentation. 

Somehow this ev ening the orches- 
tra was not up to its usual form: the 
playing was less alert and confident, 
and there was a Jack of balances 
between the various groups and a 
lack of synchronization at entries. 
Although Schneider led the musi- 
cians with poise and affability, the 
performances of this music wiih its 
poetry and pensiveness was only 
partly convincing, leaving us with 
mixed feelings about the whole pre- 
sentation of this concert. 

, .ESTHER REUTER 
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more importance than ever to offering 
First Class on all flights. 


'« . V. 



' t Because many of its passengers are satisfied 
A • qd principle only with the best an airline 
can offer. 

• *. .* 

Because Swissair is satisfied on principle only 
• with the best it can offer its passengers. (For 
instance on long hauls - including six out of our seven 
w.eekty flights from and to Tel Aviv by DC-10 this 
summer - fitting the First Class compartment exclu- 
. aively with Slumberettes which can be adjusted by 
the mere push of a button; offering an extremely 
large number of different beverages, a choice of three 
' menus, films and a 6-channel musical program. And 
, on the short and medium hauls by DC-9 and Airbus 
A310 every effort is also made to offer First Class pas- 
sengers only the best for the fare they pay.) 


6 Because more and more passengers are 
• using our 29 First Class lounges in Europe 
and overseas. 


7 Because more and more passengers appre- 
* date being personally received aboard by 
spedally trained staff that helps them off with 
their coat&, hangs jackets in the wardrobe, and 
soon welcomes them anew with a glass of 
champagne. 

8 Because more and more passengers 
• would not be without the comforts of the 
cabin with its luxurious seats (real leather on 
the DC-9-81s), its generous space for hand 
luggage, and the inexplicably incomparable 
atmosphere. 

9 Because more and more passengers prefer to 
• enjoy the generous variety of drinks and the 
multiplidty of culinary treats m surroundings of real 
glass glasses, handsome china, lovely silver cutlery, 
and fine napeiy. 

Because our Business and Economy Class 
• passengers too, indeed particularly, expect 
and receive a maximum of value for their outlay 
so long as we succeed every day in providing serv- 
ice at the most distinguished level: Swissair First 
Class. 
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3 Because fora businessman the flight, no matter 
• Jkjw brie£ is often his only chance to rest and 
recuperate, to read and reflea and of course to eat 
and drink. 


4 Because for our First Class passengers on long 
• flights it would be a maddening weakness in 
an airline not to let them make their European 
connecting flights in the dass where they feel best 
taken care of. 


S Because more and more passengers expert the 
» advantages of a separate check-in desk where 
they can hand in 30 kg or 66 lbs, of luggage. 




swissair.i. 







Hundreds of bus assembly 
workers facing dismissal 


Dollar erratic East Bloc countries reduce 


By YITZHAK OKED 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AViV. - Hundreds of workers 
of the Ha'argaz and Merkavim bus 
assembly plants will be fired in six 
weeks unless new contracts to 
assemble buses are signed. Histadrut 
officials told a press conference here 
yesterday. 

Yitzhak Giladi. a member of the 
Histadrut Central Committee and 
the secretary of the metal, electricity 
and electronics workers union, said 
that if these workers are fired it will 
be difficult to replace them later 
when the plants get working again. 

Zvi Vikclman. the chairman of the 
Merkavim works committee, said 
that he has been at the plant for :>6 
years and that Mekayim has always 
trained youngsters who might other- 
wise find themselves in the streets. 

Clement Pinto, the chairman of 
Ha'argaz works committee, and a 
30-year-veteran said that last month 
SO workers had been dismissed. “We 
will not allow any more of our work- 
ers to be fired." 

Shlomo Bracha. joint general 
manaaer of Ha argaz. said each bus 
assembled in Israel saves the eco- 
nomv about $30,000 and provides a 
job for the head of one family for an 
entire vear. He said that because of 
various taxes it was sometimes 
cheaper to import a complete bus 
from abroad, rather than assembling 
it here. 


Foreign bus manufacturers were 
able to" grant buyers here advan- 
tageous long-term credits on their 

buses. . . 

According to Bracha s calcula- 
tions Egged at present hasafleet of 
about 5.500 buses, of which 1.500 
are old and inactive. The Dan coop- 
erative has about 1 .500 buses and all 
the other bus companies and region- 
al councils together have a total of 
about 2.000 buses. 

Bracha said that in Europe the life 
span of a bus is about seven years. 
-Here in Israel it is longer, but 
according to road safety studies I 
buses should be renewed every LO 
vears at the most. According to this 
standard . Israel needs about 750 new 
buses every year. If the two bus 
companies could have ordere for ouu 
buses every year, they would have 
nlentv of work,” he added. 

Eaged spokesman Gideon Talmor 
iold~The Jerusalem Post that he does 
not know where Bracha got his fi- 
gures from. “Egged has only 4,000 
buses and not 5.500. Two thousand 
of these are not old, four years or 
less. During the past four years we 
bought an average of 500 new buses 
a year. At present we simply do not 
need any more. I think it will take 
a year or two before we will have to 

order any new buses.” 

He emphasized that at present this 
was not a matter of financing but 
simply a matter of not needing any 
new vehicles. 


LONDON (Reuter). - The dollar 
moved erratically and without clear 
direction on European foreign ex- 
change markets yesterday, but deal: 
ers forecast it would soon regain at 
least some of last week's dramatic 
losses. 

The dollar is experiencing “more 
of a trip than a fall," said a spokes- 
man for London stockbrokers 
Laurie Milbank. “We believe that, 
on a three-month view, the dollar ] 
will recover some of its former 
strength," he added. 

Yesterday's trading saw the dollar 
still affected by last week's poor U.S. 

economic data and the run on Ohio 
banks, which sent tremors through 
international financial markets and 

knocked the U.S. currency down 

from its record highs of recent 

months. 

It began at 3.24 marks, fell slightly 
to 3.2247 marks at the Frankfurt fix. 
and then recovered to its opening 
level. It closed in London at 3.2370. 
up from 3.2225 on Friday. 

Sterling, buoyed by high British 
interest rates and optimism over the 
British economy, opened at SI. 1665 
and rose as far as SI. IS. 

Gold, which touched a peak of 
$350 an ounce as the dollar fell last 
week, traded in a narrow range be- 
tween S3 13.50 and S317.60. closing 
in London at S316. 


GENEVA 1'AP). - The Soviet Bloc 
countries' indebtedness declined for 
the third straight year in 1984 and 
East-West trade expanded despite 
the chill between the superpowere, 
according to a United Nations sur- 
vev released yesterday. 

Gross debt was estimated to total 
SS6 billion by the UN last y ear > 
down from a 1981 high of S97b. and 
539 b in 1983. said the survey com- 
piled by analysts of the UN Econo- 
mic Commission for Europe fECE ?. 

Trade was buoyed by a 12% up- 
surge in the value of exports to the 
West by Moscow's six East Euro- 
pean allies, largely due to the U.S.- 
fuelled economic recovery. 

Sales to the U.S. alone were up 
58 %. the survey said, but the U.S. 
share still remained a fraction of 
Western imports from the East tot- 
aUinaS45.4b. aeainstS43ab. m 1983. 

In" contrast. Western exports to 
the East dropped slightly to a six- 
vear low of S40.1b. in value, down 
from $41. 3b. in 1983. 

Trade with the Soviet Union alone 
was sluggish, with Western exports 
and imports both down slightly, 
although increased grain 


cow to almost S5b.. the 460-page 
survey said. . * 

It remained non-committal in flis- 

cussing the trade outlook, but refer- 
red to indications of "a pronounced 
reversal" in the past trend toward 
mounting East-West economic in- 
terdependence and said sonre obser- 
vers noted a “significant inward 
turn” in Soviet Bloc trade relations. 

The overall decline in Western 
exports to the Soviet Union _was 
largely due to dropping sales of en- 
gineering products, but office and 

telecommunications equipment, in- 
cluding computers, were up 30% - 
The Western trade deficit with the 
six East European countries wide- 
ned from SI. 3b. in the preceding 
year to an estimated S3.7b. in 1984, 
and with the Soviet Union from 
Sl.Ob. to S1.6b. 

The growing Eastern trade sirrp lus 
and the rise in the dollar’s value were 
among factors contributing to what 
the survey said was a “further streng- 
thening of the Eastern countries 
financial position." 

The study also cited easier access 
to commercial credits for most East- 
ern countries, except Poland. It 

. ■ ■ *l,At vnrvf# 


. By MACABEE DEAN . 

■ Jensakn Post JReport®! . 

TEL AVTV. - An Israeli and van 
American piiblic relations finnbave- 
joined hands to help exporters' ream' 
markets in the other’s wuntry under 
the proposed America-tael ■ Free 
Trade Area Agreement, .They also . 
want to promote Israel as a transit, 
country for finishing predate i made 
in the Common. Market, so tney-cap 
enter the U.S. free of customs, and 
vice versa. '■ . - . : 

- The Israeli firm. Shira-Kofamt, is 

owned by Ben-Zion Shira and Gad-, 
dy Katz and-employ 14 persons- -Xae 
American firm is FI com Intel natipn.-. 
al and employs 24. persons mNew 
York. It shortly expects to absorb . 
Lowry & PartHfera- of San ; 

and Los Angeles, with a stafipf lj 
Fioom is headed by Melinda Ballard . - 

Ben-Zion Shira of StoKoranit 
savs that' the main objective « to 
: step-up marketing inborn Israel and 
the U.S. by providing market . re- 
search and publicity. ; - . . • 

His firm employs Oded Shai 
Marketing Research in Israel, and 


faa^-only about Il.«»^o 

Steof.QnrtwoJn^wJl reduce 

m { riSjJT 

dal arid business public relatrons, 

has among its clients, Urnted 

■Brands, Farah ^^ actu %Tl5- 
ner Cosmetics. Goldman-Sactel 

vestments and HoUyWOwp^ 

- .ft*.! . ^ 

market research for ABC.Cheim^ 
Bank, Gtibank. .Nikon 8X1(1 ^ 


57 & Superaol stor€S . 

TEL AVTV. -‘Supersol today opc^ 
the latest /addition to rts cham^ 
57th store - .at Jerusalem s Ramot 
commercial centre. The ° a ti 
serve over. 4,000 families and cost 


ACCOlouiB w . 

store will offer home-delivery ser- 
SToUrsoflSlS.OOO and more. 


, . ; ncr eased erain deliveries era countries. ~ 

^ere e^^d to b£*t the North mentioned in particular that more 
America?^ trade surplus with Mas- U.S. banks joined others in what 


Good chance for El A1 route to Toronto 

Rv JOSHUA BRILLIANT during their talks which began o 


Brazil to convert oranges to alcohol for fuel 


SAO PAULO ( APj. - Citrosuco 
Paulista. Brazil's second-largest pro- 
ducer of orange juice, said it was 
building the country's first “alcohol- 
from-oranges" distillery. 

The alcohol will be used as fuel for 
automobiles and industries. 


operating in July with a daily capac- 
ity of 118.100 litres. 

The alcohol will be distilled from 
the sugar contained in the residue 
left over after the oranges are 
crashed to produce juice concen- 
trate. 


A company executive, who spoke CARP. - The Agriculture Ministry 
on condition of anonymity, said the yesterday r aised r T® ta ) 1 _ PP“ ot 
S2.5 million distillery will begin fresh carp from IS 1870 to lb-ibu. 


By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 
Visiting Canadian Transport 
Minister Benoit Bouchard said here 
this week he was ready, in principle, 
to allow El A1 to fly to Toronto tn 
addition to its current service to 
Montreal. The final deicision is to be 
made, however, after representa- 
tives of the two governments meet in 
Ottawa at the end of April. 

Until, recently the Canadian au- 
thorities had refused to consider El 
Al’s request, but hopes in Jerusalem 
rose following the advent of a new 
administration in Canada. Israeli > 
Transport Minister Haim Corfu 
raised the matter with Bouchard 


uicuuvuvM r — ~ _ 

U.S. banks joined others in what 
appeared “increasing competition 
for the business of creditworthy bor- 
rowers.” _ _ _ 

A continued buildup of Eastern j 
assets in convertible currencies held 
.with banks reporting to the Bank of 
International Settlements reduced 
the East’s net debt from S70b. to 



durina their talks which began fol- assets in convertible cun^<^ hem 

zssr* ***'"'* fisasrasraa 

5JSJSSK Sab^ly the -impact 

port an ce and because of the sizeable 0 f the dollar appreciation. 

Jewish population there. 

No Canada carrier flies here - - 

which weakens Israel's bargaining UMM WOM 
position -but the feeling here is that IHUII <9 
a deal in which Israel would F«y N t - in this feature are charged 
Canadian for every passenger rtfUes , jne including VAT. 

there above a certain number could at lS3,Wb pe Qf ^ month 


win the coveted permit. 

Toronto would then be El At s 
seventh destination in North Amer- 
ica. 


fn^on ^ery day of fte month 
costs 1S60335 per line, including 
VAT, per month. 




Jerusalem 

Opening 

the Desert". 9000 w. < AM** JShSS 


P 'i "! illll 1 


I Ssi 


EDUCATIONAL: 

8.15 School Broadcasts 15.00 Ereryranu*.- 
Unl t o si tr- 20th Ccanny Pcmocracka and 
Dictatorships; Classical Greece; View- 
Dtrfm ifi.OO Rainbow - HaswHc smnes 
1630 No Secrets 17.00 A New Evening- 

live magazine ' 

run IMtFN ’S PROGRAMMES: - 

17-30 Maya the Bee 
17.55 Faster. Hfcher. Stronger - sports 
ARABIC LANGUAGE programmes: 

18.30 News roundup • 

1832 Cartoons ; 

19.00 Documentary 

1930 News - 

HEBREW PROGRAMMES resume at 

20.00 with a news roundup . 

20.02 What a Piece - TV game 

20.30 Rolborek- consumer magazine 

21.00 Mabat Newsreel 

21 30 Fust Aid tor Accident Victim* (part 
2 ) 

2135 Seqood Look - news commentary 
and background 

22.15 ExiL Part 2 of a 7-part Goman senal 

based on. the book by Leon Fendhtwangeo 
Ann* , 

23 . 15 Music - Mozart: Concerto fior Three 
Pianos 

23.40 News . 

JORDAN TV (unofficial}: 

17.45 Trauma Centro 18.00 French Hour 

19.00 News in French 1930 News in Heb- 
rew 19.45 Magazine Zero One 20. OONcws 
in Arabic 20.30 Star of the FamOy 21. 10 To 

be announced 22.00 New in English 22. 15 
Hardcasde md McConnick 
MIDDLE EAST TV (from T A. aorthh 

13.00 Westbrook Hospital 1330 Aimds* 
Life 14.00 700 Cb* 14.30 Stape-up 15.00 . 
Afternoon Movie, lfi.30 .Spkfcnnan . and 
Friends 17.00 Popeye 1730 Flying Honse 

18.00 Bonanza 19.00 Riptide -204W 

Another life 2030 News 21.00 Lucy 21 30 
Whitt Shadow 2230 1 Spy 2330 700 Oob 
24.00 News Update 0030 Even tide. ; 


15.00 Prokofiev: Oasscal Symphony (Qu- 
caao. GfaKnl); Drorakf CeOo Concerto' 
(Tj pnTT.wJl , Wiilhar mOBiia. A riiken aay) - 

16.00 Youth PTOgnuniiie- ' • ■ 

1630 Guitar Recital - Soriano CSrondooa. - 


Walton ... - - • : • ~ V 

18.00 From the RetoMdiibntty ■ • 

19.05 Copland: Cuban Dance; Sdnnxrc . 
Variations^ Op 35; Schubert: Ea rthing 
(Gexairi. Sonny);- FtanzhCaspar Mozart 
Rondo; Betfioar Nuits.d'Etea (Jessye Nor- - 
man); Betfioz: Roman Chmay rf . ; .. 

20 Jw The Israel Pbflbamwtno 
Herbert Bfomstedt f co nc bi c ridg; SWomo . 
Mina- Nidsen: "Helios, owmat; LaJo: 
Symphonic Espagnoks DWtalc -Stavomc,, 
Dances 

23.00Thelifc<riBaet(part4) . : . 


FustProgramme ri 

Mwfc) . 


930 Encounter- 
1030Frognmnnc m Easy Hebrew 
1L10 School Broadcasts t : 
1130 Education forall. 

12.Q5 Oriental row ' 

13.00 News in English 
- 13 jONewsihFrondi " r '• J- 
14.06 Chiidren's pregnanes - - 
1535Edncationtbrau.. 
-1535Notra{»aJ , ^Bq<8L 

16.05 With NaftahAharom (repeat) 
17. 12 Jewishldear v ' • 

■ 1730 Everyman's Umvetsity ■ 

. "18.10 Hebrew sp««s ; • 

18.47 Bible Reatfing 
" 19.05 Talmud tesson - ■ ■ j ... 

' r 19 , 30 Fropammes fat Own, 

. 22.05 Twohy Two j .. . ; . 


general assistance 


AIR 


Voice of Music 


EMERGENCY. 


ACROSS 

I & 5 Discount travellers to a 

health farm may expect 
i7, 4) , 

9 Stout chap ui5iae out. : 
Simple, really (15) 

10 Nothing bitter about it? (4) 

II Indisposed in the French 
town . . (5) 

12 . . . get the parish pnest to 
find an antidote (4) 

15 Perplexes a follower and the 

16 Means of getting into univer- 

sity possibly, _ but not the 
Ooen one (4, 0 ) . 

17 Bird subject to a short ex- 

amination bv a surgeon per- 
haps ...(<) , . 

19 . . . and another that may be 
flagging (7) 

21 Members the Cockney hurts 
(4) 

22 Boast signifying opposition 
to a relative (5) 

23 Asian to divide the honours, 

sav (4) ... 

26 A 'service daring which one 
sits open-mouthed (6. 3; . 

27 Take an ever-changing 

course (4) , , „ .. _ 

28 Decorative wear betore tne 
kilt (7) 


1 Sticky plant? Nonsense (7) 
2111 will that gives devilish 
satisfaction (14) 

3 &6 Headland to run for in 
Newfoundland (4, 4) 

4 What a recumbent Welshman 
reads (7) 

5 Portlv partner went the way 














FIRST AID 

I Wmf m 




6 See 3 

1 Odd Ryde can make one so 
weak (7) 

8 Dealt a blow in a moment of 
panic? (6, 4, 4) 

13 & 11 Go unaccompanied 
(5,5) 

17 To wander is normal to the 
German (7) 


gggggi 


6.02 Morning Melodies • 

• 7.07 Schumann; Enxipu fcwn Jugendal- 
bum; TchaOcovsfcy: Dmnka 
730 Handd: Oriwerto Grosro; Bc»- 
hovea: Ptdnde and Fbguei, arranged by 
Alexander Brotl (Canadian R*dio); 
Beethoven: Trio, Op-97 (Hotarowrio, 
Vegh, Casals); Mendelssohn: Symphony 
Mo.5 (Boston, Munch) • \- 

930 PergolesL- Concertino No3; Hayon: 
String Quartet, Op-TS, N&2 (Tokyo); ‘ 
Grieg: Holberg Suite (Marcinei); 
Tchaikovsky; Piano Con certo No.l 
■ (Rubinstein. Minocapobs, MiuijXnilos); 
Tchaikovsky: MozanUna,_ Soiie No.4 


Second Frog^nim^ Y^ v. 

■7.00ThhMonri^-E^magaznic '. 

8.05 Safe Journey ■ ' ~ . ' : ■ . 

: 9.05 Honse Call- wfdi RivkaMlAadl - 

\0. 10 AH Shade* o6fllj^etvp>di^inorohig >. 

.WBgftiflUi 1 -^ I.-"; . ”-.j y 1 

■ttio Open LBIe-■e•* ,l| h d^ “ , * .... 

1 O.OOMldday-newscoTnirraiai^nl^K 

r4^Mattereolimerert-withGatnGa^ - 

15.05 Les>fflseraNcslyykiorlfago(p^ • 

■g\ •« ". 

1535 Magfc Monjenta-farouriie rfd songs 

16 . 10 Safe Journey V " j ; . - . '. ' 

17 JO Economics Magazaie_ . . 

184)6 Health and Medicine Magazine ." 

. 1 8.45 Totfay in Spo rt -- .■ } 

■ 19.05 Today - radio newsreel 
l930NeWWodd-envtaanneutmagazme 

20.05 Cantorial Requests 

&05 Folk songs 

23.05 Qhhzcs .. , 


Philharmonin, Fistulari); Rriusky- 
iCorsakov: Suite from Czar Soltan. 


Army . ' • 

6J0 MormUg Sounds . 

630 UmverartyontheAir _ _ 

7.D7 ‘‘707’^’with EhanLrodntz 


duty hospitals 




MM 11 1.1 


NOnUOv; dune uviu 

(pfcOhannonia, Kjhz); Torrobn; Pieces for 
Vmm\ 


R05 Morning Newn^^ 
P.'05Rl^Now-withRafiReshrf- 
lUKThe OM Days- with QrtyYanrv 
13 . 15 toaefi Style -with EH Yisraeb 
1535 WhafsDmng- with ErczTal 

16.05 Four in the Afternoon 

17.05 Evening Newsreel 

18.05 Economics Magazine 

19.05 Radio Radio.- with Yo*v Kutner 
21 JX) Mahal - TV Newsred 

2130 University on ihe Air (repeat) 

22.05 Popular songs . • _j . 

23.05 riacaeal Fxvounte - with Furnas 
Idan 

00.05 N^t BWs-son^, diat 


18 He proposes with a drink to 
Daisy (7) 


H 


Daisy (7) 

19 Standards upheld by CND 
supporters (7) 

20 Note, flideering tinsel does 1 
(7) 

24 Farewell to depression (4) 

25 This man makes a piece of 
furniture (4) 




12.00 Beethoven: wing Quartet. Op 39. 
Jto3 (Itafitn); Brahms: String .Quiulei, 
Op. Ill (Berfin) ’ ■ ' 

13.05 Rodxter. Pastoral Concerto pames 
Galway); Bjmsky-Korsakov: Capricdo 
Espasnol; Zaiupir; Concerto .tor • Pan 
Flute: Dvorak: Pdomuse (MSos SzatDo); 
Sbelhis: Swan of Tnonda; Beethoven: 10 
Variarknu cm Der Schneider Kakadu 
(Beaux Arts); Mozart: Violin Concerto 
No. ImB-Qat majac (Iona Brown) - • 


CINEMAS 




^ 1 in 


POLICE 


QUICK CB0SSW08B 
ACROSS 
7 Illicit romance 


S Reduced to powder 13 Type of willow 

10 Academic 17 Sphere 

11 Apple drink 18 Daybreak 

12 V, eathercock 22 Counterfeit 

23 Unimportant 

24 Thought 


Yesterday's SetotiotH 


JERUSALEM 4, 7, 9 „ i. . - 

Eden: Double Trouble; Edinu Koko is 19; 
KHn Bcvertv IBlh Cop; MtaheB: Amadeus 
630. 9.15; 'OrgH: Thief of ffattter fWom 
Closed; Oran: Little Drummer On 4.-630, 9; 
Rem Caddie; Sesnadar: Los Santos Inocoifes 
7.15. 9.15; BhiTeaei Ha'mmu The Big Grill 7, 
9 ; Chaenm Ones Wizazd of Oz 4; Ninja 111.630; 
Lonely Wolf 8 ; Btene it on Rio 9.30; BeR 
Agiw Sound of Music 4; Lmrioa 930; dan- 


liman Mike’i Murder, M md m : The Tanunsr 
tor; MogrnbL-Bbdy Double 430^ 7, 930; Orfrt 
Koko is 19; Paris: Metropolis ^, 4, 730^930; 
Peer:' Cranes of Passion; Shahah Love m 
Gennaor, Stnfflkr: Bachelor Party; Ttamt 
Hamdrodash: Viva la Vie 7.15, 930; TcMefc 
Beyond the Walb; Td Aviv: Exteiriririatar E; 
Td Ariv Museum: Oh Bloody Lies 430.J730, 
930.; Zrite: Revolt of Job; IasfltatFkunsais: 
BotdDuNord730 v . 


mV!"" 

£!■■■■■■ !■■■■ 


m A„j_|_w 


aipnRppH 

SjaSnS hwm 


Ij. SV5 «. 

JIHIH 


\m m m — — = 


1 Colossal 

2 Casual 

3 Firearm 

4 Go ahead 
S Surpass 

6 Revere 

9 Bit of rest (anag.) 

14 Flower 

15 Natural home 

16 Suspicion 

19 Hard wood 

20 A gemstone 

21 Skinflint 


| Q □ □ □ D 
IcClDaCSEDa^aCiEDGD 

□ 0D DSQ £2 §r-» 
EEZZidoansa segnan 

Q Q 0 S HI E uj _, 

□□aQaasDSEaDiiina 
ra Q o Q D Q 

GEEHsaa saasnsQ 

Q □ D Q 

ansaBsasaacgcoa 
Q O D E □ H 
QE3QC3QH EJEQGGCnC 

□ □ aan nog 
Esanso □□□bcbbe 

□ Q □ D E3 B H 


tpron! Siouna ur music n, umw -»~™i 
iShequK Ssri4;The Tree of WoodmiOogs 
T\ UnvcoofanKche Ermnenmgen 7 (jamUhall); 
Jenny 9 (smafi huh); The Sting 10; Israel 
Msmnm: Betrayal 6. 830. . 


Quick Solution 

«Wgi 1 Stfg S 3 a 3 i! ^ 

te^Fisb. s 

K Beagle, 19 Duty, 21 Penny, 24 Aid. 


TEL A.VIV 439,7.15 , 939 ' 

ADcirinr: Moving In 435. 7.30, 930; Beo- 
Yefattda: Thief of Hearts; Chen 1: Country 
4.40 7 7 Q , 9.40; Alice in Wo nd e rl a n d, Wed., 

Ihur. U aun.. 2: Chtn t Alice in Wonderland 
4AS. 735, 9.40: Mary Pbupins. WetL.Thnr. 11 
aS.. 2; Own 3: HavmgTAD4.40. 730, 935; 
Hertrie Goes Wed.Thnr.llxia.^; 

Oien4: Carmen. Sun.. Mou., Tne. 1030. j 30. 
6-.30, 930; Pioocchio. WccL. Thor. 330,630, 
9.30- Chen 5: Reuben Reuben Son . Mon . . Toe. 
10.30. 1 30. 4.45, 735. 9.40; We<L.Thur. 4.45, 
7 25.9.40; AntoaB. Wed.. Thor. 11 a.m.,2; 
dnerim One Fear Otr, Ctaema Two: Top 
Secret; DekeL Places m the Heart 7.15, 930; 
Driwin:' Tightrope 930; Conan Destroyed 
735; Set film 12.mkiirighu Esfter; Double. 

Troobk;G«riOtM»UpouaTixiieniAmcnca4, 

8 - Gwdon: Tasio'5, 730, 930; Beds BdVerty 
HiIbCcwLwhAin#dens330,6JO.9J0;Lev 
Us Duty Free Manure . 1.45, 5, 730, 930; 


HAIFA 4, 645, 9 « 

AmpUttwaire: Pacific On Flee; Annans Bache- 
lor Party; Ataman Double Troable; BeftAMa 
Khanshy: Yol9; Cbcn: Never CryWolI; Keren 
Or Hamdn^dK Erendira 4. 7, 9t Mortate 
Footloose 5; Greystoke 7; Sojriile’s’ Cbpira 
9.15rOrahr Amadeus 6 , 9;.Orfyr Carntia* 6.9: 
Pber: Country; Rom Beverly HUJs Cop; Sh«fe 
Rewritof Job7,9. ‘ 


RAMATGAN • "-.J 

Annbn.- Having it AH 430, 7.TX 930; Bedkr- 
nobs and Broomsticks 430; Lily: Harry zafi 
Son 7.15. 930; Oasis: Once Upon a Timeln 
America 4 , 8 ; Ordew Bevedy HiIls Cop.7-Wi, 
9.30; Ramat Gwc The Terminator 7.15, 93^ 


HERZUYA -•-*'• 

David: Woman in Red 430, 7. 15, 930;Heehflb- 
Bevedy HiDs Cop 430, 7.15, 930; TffertC. 
Koko ist9« 7.15, 9.15 

HOLON ' 


nvtAjfr . 

MigdaL Reubon Reuben. 735, 930r-8ay«te 

Bevedy HSSsC6p430, 735, 930 ‘ -'-•’’v 

. . • . 


bat Pam X 

Atzmaut: Beverly Mb Cop 430,735, 930 v 



TWA 


TWA now has a newly designed and purpose 

built air-freight facility at New York s JFK. 

Cargo always under cover. Faster handling with 


^technology. Specialised ref ri^er^ri and 
valuables storage. Finest cargo facilities in 
New York. See your Cargo agent or TV VA. 

• > ••• -Z. it- 


T\AA CARGO 


O o . . 

Leading the way to the USA^ 
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BA3^ SHARES INQimpftY COMMISSION 



‘ By AAR WSnTNER - 

# i ^ robwrosh«bbrg 

Jerusalem Reporters 

: 7TF ifwSs a isaiiisRrr>ractice -for the 
- tbeprices 

.'Ctf their ^o^' shiaiTMon the Tel Aviv 
‘ Stodi Excfaajjge, then 'why wasn't It 

•••••■ n ■ L - £ !S™t. 


. ■ :oquovj •*> 

■ nfo. have, done foe-same with . the 

■ debentures' it had boated' to the 

• ^public? :.w'^ ; ’■ ■ 

L- -That reiroaoiYely-oriehu: dqu es- 
■mion was voided yesterday by Etata 
' Cohen /deputy managing director of 
’ Disconn^” as :he_- appeared 
yesterday nxmtag tafbre the state 

iirvestigatita'comrnissicm headed by 
: W Supreme J ustice Moshe Bej- 

' vjsfci '^i^ T^looldnfiJntolthe man- 


.wheflB^ok' Discount beganto atilize : 
the "leader” technique of artificially 
supporting -or lowering its share 
^■prices;' “Leaders” are a bank's or 
broker’s pre-session trading form on 
; which the day’s tray and' wll orders 

: are set off agamstea<^ott^, before 
Sp bmk«5 nntQ the trading floor. '/ 
When Cohen replied that this 
direct method of manipulation be- 
^ .sari ‘Is- the. first or second half of 
• 1979,” he was immediately slapped 
'.'down by Bejski, who read from a 
critical me m orandum — dated Au- 


gust 1978— -by the TelAviv Stock 
Exchange, in which Bank Discount, 


l 


' priCH. 

.*"• Wheathebaxiksces^Jh^ 
support in the autemn of 1983,there 
“-followed the “great collapse” of 
-Thank- share .value? -on the Tel Aviv 
■ , Stock : Exchange, mid die gqve ni- 
-ment stepped in wkh an.^arcange- 
C ment” aimed 1 at preserving some of 
l the- value .through/ state- packed ; 
r guarantees . ■■■.'. 

$ UnhTc^thehe^ofHapodlimanti 

S Umted' Mizrahi -banks who. hesi- 
tated in 'their replies to die panel, 
frequently dahmng inability to recall 
. - dates'and events, Cotanspokefom- 
\ \y. Bin his replies irked the comipis- , 

? sionmembers. With pane! chm r t t ian 

i Bejsla firing off most of the' qnes- 
j tions, Cohen almost never- replied 
. i direedy, instead fogressing to other 

V areas. , .. ' . 

i\ Torexamplei when Bejski opened 

V the session by asking him when reg- 
£ nlation was begun, by. his bank, 

\ Cohen launched into foehistoiyof 
£ Bank "Discount and its snbattiaries, 

E andhowit raised capital. . .. . . ■ ’ .. 
When asked about a date, when 
some decision had been taken or 
some topic discussed, Cohen would 
reply with a dissertation on th&wisr 
dom, ot lack of it, of regulation , or a 
lecture on tbe fallibiHty offoe Israeli 
capital market. . • ■■■-* -“v; • 

More than once Bejski cut the 
witn e s s short in the middle . of a 
sentence, beggbg hini to ‘todly 
answer the questions so that we can • 
progress with this hearing!” But 
» Cohen stuck to ; his guns. At* one 
? point - when Be j ski redd from - a. 

£ Bank of Israel doenmtat a- passage; 
£Vthat negated an earKer statement by . 

S Cohen, the latter retorted: rm 

afraid Your Honour has drawn .die 
wrong conclusion from : what, you 
have read. Cohen told the panel . 
that after Bank Kscomn floated its , 
first teue-bfc^td«tock in 1963, it./ 

\ estabtished a-!=subsfeliary fi, agfas. 

‘‘market'. make^T f 0 * 

i ♦ l > <»king . , ’a mmket^,refers l». tne 

l practice of ^enting^swmgm 
• an equity’s, price by ‘planting - buy 
I and sell or der atlevpls deemed expe- 
■ dienL -• ... 7 

* ThroughouttheuT u ^ 0 ^^ ■ 

t Cdhcn yesterday, the panel _mem- 
i bere sought to elicit-from turn ms 
■Jr vifcWson where the t^lmebetweai^ 
£ ‘^ajaxket .making” and - ^regidahou . 

J- -{active 'manipulatipn),-js. act^^ 


drawn. ; . - - . 

, . : The : panel- also wanted io learn 


CXCDiUJgC, ill J. 

along With other banks, was accused 

of controUing the market prices of 
its own shares. 

• .WhatisihOre, Bejski added. Bank 
-Dfecount’s managing director at the 
time,- the late Daniel Recanati, was 
quoted as telling the Bank of Israel 
and the exxhange that “with so many 
of our shares in the public's hands we 
dare not halt regulation and allow 
free Thartet 'forces to govern price 
movements.” • 

To this, Cohen replied that m 
Recanati's wew, while deliberately 
pushing np a stock's price by regula- 
tion wai ‘legitimated’ there .was 
“nothing -iDegitimate” about mat- 
ing a fmry of sell orders by stepping 
in and btqring, so as to keep the price 
from falling. . . . 

Bejski: “Why isitthat-begiiming 

in 1978- when the authorities began 
■ pressing for an end. to regulation, 
and later -in Aiignst 1978, after the 
' banks had voluntarily ^ 'agreed to halt 
the practice. - your bank Kke foe 
others continued to guarantee foe 
mark et price and rate of return on 
your own shares?" 

/« Cohen: “But the Bank of Israel 
was doing the same thing, by in- 
tervenmgin the market to prop up 
- { tbe price of government deben- 
tures!” . r • • • 

. _ Bejski: “Come, now, Mr, Cohen. 
What kind pf comparison is that? 
'The Bank of Israel’s intervention 
consists of occasional, daily adding 
^activity -ft Is. not a long-term 
scheme, as practised by the banks. 
Besides, ra bond is a bond, with a 
.fixed rate of interest and a fixed 
, maturity date. Even I, who claim no 
spcdal. eepertise' in finanrial mat- 
ters, see foe difference! 

. Cohen: ' “Bat there is also, foe 
’ factor of competition (among 
issifors) in foe capital market. 

5 Cohen related how foe Treasuryhad 
: discouraged Bank Discount from 
. jssrnng convertible bonds, “lest they 
‘.compete' With the Treasury’s own 
< . rotation bonds.” . 

‘^Admitting, that Israeli banks and 
cbiporations “are not notable for. 
Their 'success /in .raising capital 
ahroadi’’ Cohen unfolded before foe 
commission foe founding, in 1970, of 
iDB.Holdings, in the hopepf never- 
theless recniiting capital overseas. 
-Holders of. Bink Discount shares 
and those of PEC - one 1 of the 
hifok*s old investment companies - 
were offered ishares in' IDB m ex- 
change for their foares, and, m 
.: Cotwh’s wbrds.' ‘T cannot recall any 
■time- span when there were do mar- 
ket makers operating (in bank 


Shares) on -the Tel Aviv Stock Ex- 
change.” 

' Cohen also told foe panel that 
vis-a-vis its own shares. “Bank Dis- 
count felt the same way as the Bank 
bflsrael feels about its linked bonds. 

You all recall their sales slossan. 
‘Quiet in the heart and cash in the 
pocket.' Well, we at Bank Discount 
felt foe same way about promoting 
ownership of our shares." 

The afternoon session was marked 

by more lecture-like explanations 
riven bv Cohen. But toward foe end 
of the afternoon a sharp dialogue 
highlighting foe basic positions of 
Justice Bejski and Cohen had many 
in foe half-empty auditorium leaning 
forward to hear. 

‘ Bejski began foe dialogue. After 
saymgthat so fax he had heard from 
enough witnesses to understand that 
■ foe bankers were divided between 
those in favour of continuing share 
regulation and those opposed, - 
“who,” said Bejski, “were in foe 
minority.” He continued that both 
schools of thought agreed on one 
thing - that manipulation was very 

risky. . , 

■ “You knew it was not so simple. 

So what did you do about foe risk." 
continued the chairman . “And what 
were youT emergency plans?" 

Cohen began another one ot ms 
Lectures. “During foe entire period, 
we were making decisions based 

on business considerations... we 
weren't happy with the manipula- 
tion, but saw it as necessary to reach 
omr'gbals. . . 

• “Experience had taught us thai 
■the so-called crises were not as signi- 
ficant as they were made out to be by 
foe press.. .and did not threaten foe 
important interests that the regula- 
tion served.” 

At this point, Bejski interrupted. 
“Yes, yes, tat what were your plans 
for the big-Crisis?” . 

Cohen shot back: “We believed 
we had a good product to sell, our 
shares represented a good value and 
we were able to honestly sell our 

shares.”’ _ , . ... 

“That’s not what I asked you, sir , 
said Bejski, leaning forward in his 
chair. ‘Tasked, in view of past crises 
and all foe warnings issued by foe 
Bank of Israel, by academics, by 
securities exchange officials, all of 
whom described manipulation as a 
great risk, as a bomb about to ex- 
plode - and after all, a share can not 
always be on foe rise, can not always 
be profitable..." 

Cohen interrupted foe judge. I 
believe our share was always profit- 
able. We believed we could distri- 
bute our shares to invest. . •” 

, Bejski didn’t let foe bank director 
finish foe sentence. “That’s not wbat 
Tm asking you. Fm asking what did 
you plan, considering all the direc- 
tions foe crisis could come from - 
inflation, foreign currency, con- 
sidering all of it, what did you plan? 

“Did you at any stage consult with 
- anybody in foe Treasury to seek a 
solution for foe problem? 



shares up 3.48% 
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“Did vou, and when did you take 
anv steps between 1979 and 19S3 to 
prepare for an emergency or try to 
get off foe manipulation cycle?" 

Cohen paused before answering. 
"To get awav off manipulation 
would have required a change in foe 
economic dimaie, a change in eco- 
nomic conditions..." 

Bejski interrupted again. "You 
didn’t ask anybody to get off foe 

system." . 

"I don’t understand foe ques- 
tion," shot back Cohen. "We never 
saw the need to get off the system. 
We had talks with foe finance minis- 
ter..." . , 

“Which finance minister? asked 

Bejski. 

"As a public institution we always 
saw our role in reporting to the 
authorities. We met with all of them, 
over the years, when we published 
our balance sheets. With \ ehoshua 
Rabinowitz. Yigael Hurvitz, Simha 
Ehrlich. YoramAridor. 

"And with directors-general? 
asked Bejski. 

"We met with directors-general. 
with foe governors of foe Bank of 
Israel, with foe Examiner of Banks, 
with Ezra Sedan, with Ya’acov Gad- 
ish, with Yakir Plessner. Oded Mes- 
ser and Galia Maor. with the chair- 
man of foe securities commission.” 
Cohen answered, listing names of 
various officials from foe Treasury 
and foe Bank of Israel. 

It was 6 p.m., foe regular time at 
which the commission ends it hear- 
ings.’ Bejski began to press Cohen 

again. . . 

The justice started a question that 
beaan “we found no documenta- 
-tion...” Cohen scribbled something 
on a- sheet of paper, took a sip of 
water and got up from his seat for foe 
first time in two and a half hours and 
4 passed it to Bejski. 

The judge read the note, looked at 

Cohen, and then said to the audi- 
ence, “Mr. Cohen will have foe 
opportunity tomorrow to answer the 
question.” And with that, the ses- 
sion came to an end. 


TEL AVIV. - The "arrangement 
shares" bounced back j ester day. riv- 
ing by an av erase of 3.48" - which is 
quite an unusual hike. And 
was only an average, because some 
of the '■•arrangement" shares, lor 
example. Hapcalim registered, rose 
much more. b> 5.1°e. 

What caused this sudden reversal 
of trend? According to one financial 
consultant two factors: The first is 
the fact that these "anangemem 
shares are now providing a l* f '» 
annual tax-free, dollar- linked in- 
come guaranteed by the state, and 
three 'foreign currency provident 
funds were “recently initiated. The 
other reason is that the dollar itself 
seems to be recovering, following a 
few davs last week when it was 
falling behind some European cur- 
rencies. .. 

, "The dollar is sail king, this 
consultant said, and "if he Tocks a 
little bit on his throne, there is no 
other crown prince around to take 
his place, the' world needs an inter- 
national currency, and this can only 
be the American dollar in the forsce- 
able future." 

Durine foe past few days ine 
shekel has been devalued against foe 
dollar by about I.S 0 *. and this is 
considerably ahead of the German 
mark, the Swiss franc and the pound 
sterling, which rose against the 
shekefby O.S%. 0.6°c. and o.!2°o 
respectively. 

Turnovers yesterday were about 
the same as on the previous day. a 
low average. However, the general 
public is not in the market, and 


MARKET 
COMMENT 

By MACABEEDEAN 

nearlv all the buying was done by the 
mutual funds, especially those man- 
aeed bv Bank Leumi. Apparently 
there is a feeling that the public will 
*oon bu\ mutual funds - with money 
from the additional cost-of- 
living allowance, from redemptions 
of maturing savings and advanced 
training schemes. People will use 
some of these monies tor liquid in- 
vestments. such as mutual funds- 
"The intermediate days of Pessah 
should be good for the market." this 
consultant said, "if foe past few 
years are any indication. For some 
stranae reason all foe sellers eo 
abroad, but the buyers stay behind 
and bu\ at rising prices. The Israeli 
oublic has a tendency to buy high 
and sell low: only the speculators 

buv low and sell high." 

Nevertheless, this man had a teei- 
inc that the public would begin 
• dribbling" back into the market 
soon. "Berne burned once or a few 
rimes doesn't discourage many 
Israelis. Look at the dwindling in- 
terest in the committee inquiring 
into foe bank share crash. Once it 
was on the front page of papers, not 
it is on foe inside papers. Soon the 
papers will present short summaries 
and then begin skipping a day. This 
shows how much importance tne 


public really assigns to thisjnvestiga- 
tion at least in the eves ofttaeduors. 
All indices of the ' free shares 

"^Oil exploration, led the P a j*’ 
a rise of 3.10%. by food 

and tobacco, up by 2.36 A. ■ ™ 
market evidently sees the jlocd 1 food 
processing factories and Dubek get- 
ting substantial price nses as part of 

the package deal. . 

Not all the -heavy shares partici- 
pated in vesterday s rises. _ 

For example. Elbit remained finn. 
Elron lost 0.7%. and Dead Sea 
Works rose by only 0.4%. First In- 
ternational did not rise. 
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Japan may finance research at Techmon 

■»« spokesman said. 

The deputation, which is due to- 
day. will be official guests of the 

■* * - J Torliictfl’ 


HAIFA. - A deputation of 15 

businessmen and scientists from 
Japan is to spend two days at the 
Technicm to discuss foe possibihty ot 
financing research for Japanese in- 
dustry. The visitors will also discuss 
foe establishment of a Techmon 
Society in Japan, the Techmon 


Foreign Ministry and the Indusoy 
Ministry. Its members will also visit 
Haifa high-tech firms, foe Hebrew 
University and the Weizmann Insti- 
tute. 
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‘OMAN. - A British-Omani joint 
venture has won a $76 million con- 
tract to build a 78km road in foe 
southern province of Dhofar. 
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Kessar’s straight talk 


ALTHOUGH the Histadrut election campaign is officially to 
start only after Pessah, Secretary-General Yisrael Kessar in 
effect kicked off on Sunday with an impassioned appeal to the 
Labour Party for firm support for the Align men t faction ’s effort 
to gain an impressive majority in the labour federation. 

There is little likelihood of the Alignment losing control of 
the Histadrut in the May 13 poll. MK Kessar, the first 
secretary-general of Oriental extraction, has proved himself 
during nearly a year at the post as a highly popular, responsible 
and intelligent labour leader. His electoral prospects are also 
helped by the Likud's choice of Ya'acov Shamai, unknown and 
unremarkable, as its standard bearer. There is in fact little fear 
that the Alignment will beat the Likud by less than the 35 per 
cent plurality it won under Yeroham Meshel back in 1981. 

Certainly, if it does come out with less, Mr. Kessar - and his 
vaunted Histadrut reform plan - will be in trouble. 

But so, too. will be the Alignment nationally: that was the 
burden of Mr. Kessar's message to Labour’s central committee. 
He was not asking merely for energetic participation by party 
activists in the campaign which, according to his own sugges- 
tion, will be short and thrifty. yi keeping with the style of 
austerity that becomes a nation in dire economic straits. He was 
also asking for such economic leadership by the Alignment 
cabinet ministers as would make it easier for the Alignment-led 
Histadrut to identify itself with government policy. 

During the short life, so far, of the national unity govern- 
ment. Mr. Kessar has fought hard, and with a considerable 
measure of success, to make the Histadrut as full a partner as 
possible in the national effort at economic recovery. Behind 
him was ranged not only his own party. Labour, but also 
Mapam, which, though in opposition nationally, is a member of 
the Alignment in the Histadrut. And the Citizens Rights 
Movement, too, which is anxious to link up with Mapam after 
the elections. 

But in the process, the secretary-general has had to stomach 
a great deal that was less than entirely palatable. 

He has had to put up with a policy of retrenchment and wage 
erosion which, as a labour leader, he surely abhors on principle, 
and which, in less dangerous times, he would have rejected. 
Though unwilling to break ranks with his colleagues in the 
cabinet, Mr. Kessar has found it necessary to take a critical 
stance on the package deal, of which he is one of the authors, 
and at one point even threatened to cast his vote in the Knesset 
against the proposed state budget. 

Reconciling loyalty to a Labour Party which represents 
national interests with loyalty to the labouring people whose 
interests he is sworn to defend, has not been a simple, task. But 
Mr. Kessar has discharged it with honour and dignity. 

The task has been especially complex because, in the 
Histadrut, the Likud is not merely not in coalition with the 
Alignment - that has been the Alignment’s own choice - but 
actually in tierce opposition to the national unity government. 
Furthermore, the Likud faction leader, a Herutnlk ostensibly 
committed to the idea of “nation over class,” is declaring it to 
be the secretary-general’s brief to fight for worker rights and let 
the economy go hang. The seemingly awkward dilemma posed 
by the fact that most economic ministers are Likud members, 
has been neatly solved by Mr. Shamai's ignoring it altogether. 

In his addresses to workers, Mr. Shamai flays the “Peres- 
Ya’acobi government,” blaming it for rising unemployment 
and dropping real wages after years of Likud bounty. 

Since human memory is short, and this kind of populist 
demagoguery may have an Impact, Mr. Kessar is aware of the 
threat. He wants his party to come out and remind the workers 
that it was Likud profligacy that has brought the country to the 
verge of economic bankruptcy. But he would also be right to 
insist that the Likud leadership restrain Mr. Shamai. 

For the original idea of the present coalition, as conceived by 
the Likud, was to assure Histadrut support for harsh economic 
measures. The Alignment has been true to its side of the 
bargain. But by allowing Mr. Shamai to try to ourflank the 
Alignment electorally from the left, as it were, the Likud is 
breaking the most fundamental rules of the political game on 
which this government is based. 


PACKAGE-DEAL 


(Continued from Page One) 
price control programme of the 
package deal. 

During an intensive day of meet- 
ings between Histadrut negotiators, 
headed by Trade Union Department 
chairman Haim Haberfeld. and 
manufacturers representatives, 
headed by Manufacturers Associa- 
tion work committee chairman Uzi 
Netanel, the labour federation 
agreed to price increases for some 
230 items, while the manufacturers 
agreed to pay a 13.2 per cent cost of 
living increment with this mouth’s 
wages. 


The agreement on prices was 
brought to a meeting of the package 
deal technical committee yesterday 
evening, two hours before Peres 
convened the Economic Council. 

But over the Histadrut's objec- 
tions, the technical committee 
approved price increases on a furth- 
er list of 100 items. 

The manufacturers, however, 
were unwilling to consider proposals 
to substitute a system of across-the- 
board price increases for the present 
looser price control system. • 

Faced with these disputes, Peres 


CBS OFFICIAL 


(Continued from Page One I 
members to enter South Lebanon 
with IDF escort. 

This will give the crews the protec- 
tion they need, and provide rhem 
with the Israeli point of view, CBS 
sources said. 

The IDF now rarely allows foreign 
journalists to enter South Lebanon, 
forcing news organizations like CBS 
to send crews from Beirut at con- 
siderable risk, they said. 

If was learned that Peres was fu- 
rious when he learned that the IDF 
announcement concerning the death 
of the CBS crew members had ex- 
pressed no apology or regret over 
the incident. 

Before publication, tbe army 
spokesman’s announcement was 


given to Defence Minister Rabin for 
approval. Despite a recommenda- 
tion from Rabin that it include an 
expression of regret, it was pub- 
lished in its original form. 

Peres later tried to apologize for 
the incident, but it was too late, CBS 
officials, angry at what they called 
the “arrogance and stupidity” of the 
IDF spokesman's response, deman- 
ded an investigation. 

Leiser also wanted to film the site 
and interview the tank commander 
responsible. 

However, IDF authorities could 
not bring Leiser to the site itself, 
since it is not in Israeli hands. Israeli 
forces were there at the time of the 
incident only for a mop-up opera- 
tion. 


GIVE SOLDIERS UFTS 


TWO WEEKS ago an extraordinary 
meeting took place in a small town 
near Bonn, the capital of West Ger- 
many. Headed by Lord Caradon. 
the formulator of Security Council 
Resolution 242, a dozen or so Euro- 
peans, most of them directors of 
institutions that deal with interna- 
tional relations and the Middle East, 
met a dozen Israeli members of 
Knesset and academicians, and im- 
mediately afterwards a dozen 
Palestinians, including at least two of 
the central activists in the PLO. The 
talks, which were not held simul- 
taneously but at close proximity in 
time and place, were intended to 
promote understanding. 

The Europeans, though not offi- 
cial representatives of their coun- 
tries, faithfully presented the moods 
and ideas of both the leadership and 
of public opinion in Europe. The 
almost wholly unified views of the 
Europeans on Middle East affairs 
can be summarized under four main 
points: 

o Europe has a deep interest in 
the Middle East and wishes to take 
an active part in the peace process: 

□ The Europeans have no doubts 
that the Palestinians are a people 
with a right to self-determination: 

□ The PLO is the representative 
organization of the Palestinians, and 
no solution to the conflict can be 
reached without its participation; 

□ The solution must be based on 
Israel's withdrawal from most of the 
territories captured in the Six Day 
War. though a special arrangement 
will have to be found for Jerusalem, 
in order to maintain is unity. 

The Europeans’ deep interest in 
Middle East affairs stems partly, by 
their own admission, from economic 
constraints on most of the nations in 
Europe, who are heavily dependent 
on Arab oil supplies: partly it is 
connected to moral views and inter- 
national norms of behaviour, and to 


HEADERS' LETTERS 


PEACE WITH 


ASSAD 


decided to change the agenda of the 
Economic Council meeting. Rather 
than beginning with price stabiliza- 
tion. the council discussed fighting 
unemployment and tax evasion. La- 
ter in the meeting, the sides did 
discuss prices, but only in general 
terms. 

Peres opened the meeting by- 
painting a grim picture of the situa- 
tion. He said every sector in the 
economy is pressing to advance its 
own interests, while rising inflation 
is forecast. 

Government spending has already 
exceeded new budget limits, he said. 

Histadrut Secretary-General Yis- 
rael Kessar said during the meeting 
that only the Histadrut is following 
the principles of the package deal. 
He criticized the Industry and Trade 
Ministry for approving large price 
increases. 

Kessar said he agreed with the 
idea of an across-the-board price 
increase, followed by a freeze. He 
proposed that the price rise be 5 to 8 
per cent, and that the freeze last for 
two months. 

It was in response to this proposal 
that Hurvitz raised his list of propos- 
als. 


To the Editor of the Jerusalem Post 
Sir, - In his informative article on 
president “Assad’s interests" 
(February 22). Dr. Moshe Maoz 
expresses his opinion that it is “high- 
ly doubtful whether Assad will be 
prepared to sign a foil peace agree- 
ment with Jerusalem... even if he 
were to regain the Golan." and that 
“Assad is ideologically committed... 
to carry on and lead the Arab strug- 
gle against Israel.” 

It is interesting to recall that 
almost exactly 10 years ago, on re- 
turning from one of his visits to 
Damascus. Henry Kissinger re- 
ported that Assad favoured a com- 
prehensive peace settlement with 
Israel on the basis of a complete 
withdrawal from the Golan Heights. 
This was prominently reported at the 
time, together with the negative 
comments of several cabinet minis- 
ters. 

I wonder why Dr. Maoz is so sure 
that Assad would not be available 
for a similar deal today. Perhaps our 
derision makers should try to find 
out. But, of course, there isn’t much 
chance of that... 

One hesitates to debate with an 
expert, but would Dr. Maoz not 
agree that today it is no longer the 
Arab refusal to accept peace with 
Israel, which is obstructing a settle- 
ment of the conflict, but rather 
Israel’s reluctance to part with the 
1967 conquests? 

ZEEV RAPHAEL 

Haifa. 


A CONSENSUS 
OF NONSENSE 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, - “A consensus of nonsense” 
by Meir Merhav (March 10) would 
make some sense if it were 
even-handed, since anything he says 
about the obduracy of Israel can be 
applied to the PLO. Indeed, one can 
paraphrase his last sentence by jus: 
replacing “PLO” by “Israel”. "How 
long must it take, how many more 
wars must we fighr. how many lives 
must be wasted and how crushing 
must the economic burden become 
for the realization to sink in that 
Israel, detestable as it may appear to 
us” (Arabs) is here to stay. 

No. Mr. Merhav. it is not a consen- 
sus of nonsense, bur the consensus of 
Jewish common sense. Fortunaieiy. 
we have not lost it vet. 

. Dr JACOB ROSIN 

Netanva. 


Sir. - Meir Merhav's “A consen- 
sus of nonsense" should be required 
reading for every citizen of Israel - 
from foe prime minister down. 
There is encouragement and hope 
when someone has the gumption to 
call a spade a spade - irrespective of 
the brickbats that are certain to 
materialize in your columns and 
readers* letters. If it could only re- 
ceive wider distribution... 

RALPH COHEX 

Heiziiva. 
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lessons of the Second World War: 
but primarily it stems from a deep 
fear of the possibility that the Israeli- 
Arab conflict could spread and ignite 
a fire in Europe itself. 


ISRAEL would be wise to show a 
greater sensitivity to the political 
wishes and fears of the nations of 
Europe, and should certainly pay 
greater attention to their initiatives: 
80 per cent of Israel's exports are 
absorbed in European markets: and 
despite substantial American assist- 
ance, Israel's economic dependence 
on Europe cannot be questioned. 
Moreover. Israel's exclusive de- 
pendence on the diplomatic umbrella 
supplied by Washington is danger- 
ous, and In view of the deep rift 
between Israel and both the Com- 
munist bloc and Third World coun- 
tries. a stable relationship with 
Europe takes on a further signifi- 
cance in the political sphere. 

True, the process of Americaniza- 
tion can be seen in many aspects of 
Israeli life, and we feel the effects of 
American television and films. 
There is also the importance of our 
Jewish culture, but Israel draws 
much of its inspiration from Euro- 
pean culture. 

Recent European attempts to in- 
itiate moves in tbe Middle East have 
been mostly unsuccessful. In June 
1980. the European Community 
published the Venice Declaration, 
which was rejected by both Israel 
and the Arabs. In other cases, too, 
the impression is that though Israel is 
forced at times to listen id European 
opinions, it does so unwillingly and 
without seriously considering them a 
central factor in its decisions. It 
would not.be an exaggeration to say 
that most Israeli leaders and diplo- 


mats would prefer Europe to refrain 
from becoming overly involved, in 
Middle Eastern affairs' 

The reason for Israel’s suspicion 
of European involvement stems pri- - 
manly from a wide gap in the under- 
standing of the situation. Most 
Israelis, and even more so Israel’s . 
governments of the last eight years, 
find it diffi cult to accept the Euro- 
peans’ basic assumptions on Palesti- 
nian national rights and on the PLO 
as the representative of the Paiesti- 


In a complex conflict such as this, 
which has been troubling our area 


for over two generations, no one can 
claim total objectiveness. Neverthe- 
less. as far as weighing the situation 
and the chances for settlement are 


“Repeated meetings 
between Israelis and 
Palestinians on 
various levels have 
great value’ 


concerned, most Israelis have a 
more subjective attitude, burdened 
by more prejudices and fears, than 
that of the Europeans. Lending an 
ear to voices from the other side of 
the Mediterranean would only assist 
in creating a more balanced view of 
our political situation. But neither 
are the Europeans totally neutral 
observers, and they. too. would dp 
well to refrain from passing judg- 
ment. and to stress their role as 
intermediaries. 


PROMOTING EXPORTS 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, - I am replying to Shirley 
Goodman’s letter of February 20 
decrying Elmer Winter and his orga- 
nization for not promoting aliya. 
Frankly, I think Ms. Goodman has 
missed the point. 

Winter’s or ganiza tion, foe Commit- 
tee for tbe Economic Growth of 
Israel, is intended to aid Israeli com- 
panies to break through in the 
American market with their wares. 
Its literature suggests a benevolent 
organization intended to promote 
the future economic self-reliance of 
Israel. 

I, as a businessman, approached 
the committee and discovered that it 


is not quite what it claims. In fact, it 
is a marketing company like any 
other, charging handsomely for 
its services. Despite Winter's self- 
promoting claims of pushing Israeli 
businessmen to greater exports, his 
committee works with only a few 
established firms that can afford its 
services. New companies which truly 
need an organization that backs 
Winter’s claims with action are of no 
interest to it. 

Ms. Goodman is assuming that 
Winter is running a private WZO 
when in fact, it’s a pay or play 
organisation he operates. 

BARUCH MYERSON 

Jerusalem. 


RIP-OFF 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, - 1 have just come back from 
my second visir to Israel in three, 
years and still consider that country 
as a unique place to visit, which will 
reward the tourist with an unforgett- 
able experience. 

Unfortunately, something which 
could be corrected easily creates a 
problem for the visitor. I am refer- 
ring to the rates that taxis charge to 
the unknowledge able and trustful 
traveller. Although I stayed in Jeru- 
salem, I had to visit Tel Aviv on 
several occasions, and I paid from 
SI 4 to S35 for the same trip, the 
lowest fare obtained when one of my 
native friends negotiated the price. 
The same thing applies to the airport 
taxis: when I called to make a re- 
servation I was quoted 56, but on 
arrival the driver demanded S9. 

I still recommend my friends to 
■visit Israel, but I advise them to be 
alert when they take a taxi. Maybe 
on my next visit I will have nothing 
but good things to say about the 
private transportation svstem. 

HERBERT A. FERRARI. M.D. 
Columbia. Missouri. 


TOURIST GUIDES 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir. - The report of Haim Shapiro 
on Steve Liebowitz ("Novel ‘Non- 
Tourist’ Guide Service for Select 
Visitors" - February 28) must surely 
have upset many of our Israeli 
guides. 


The article states: "Liebowitz 
notes that neither he nor any of those 
involved with the company are 
guides licensed by the ministry." Is 
this something of which he is proud? 
Does he think that for him to take 
the guides' course is infra dig? Is he 
an unacceptable candidate for the 
course? Or is he not sure he will be 
able to pass the examinations? 


There must be many veteran free- 
lance guides who handle rheir clients 
in the way that Mr. Liebowitz in- 
tends. and the many speciality 
groups advertised by the good travel 
agencies are surely proof that Mr. 
Liebowitz is not very original in his 
thinking. 
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ByMOEDECHAIBAR-ON 


The failure of the Vemce-fonhute 
can be traced to the feet that in 
Israeli eyes it passed sentence', which 
was perceived as tribute exacted by 
the Arabs in order to satisfy - Euro- 
pean interests, and not as represent* 
lag an honest intent to further a 
solution to the conflict, while the 
Arabs were not satisfied with the 
extent of the conces&ODs included in 
the formula, . 


Ironically, it is a European nation 
on the other side of the Iron Curtain : 
during- tbe past decade, whichhas 
supplied a good example - of a di- 
plomatic attitude-whicb holds some 
hope: Nicolae Ceausescu. -the presi- 
dent of Rumania, has managed to 
maintain friendly relations with all 
sides to. the conflict, gnd; has kept 
lasting ties with the Palestinian lead-, 
ership. He has not tried to formulate 
proposals on his own', but has consist, 
ready striven ip bring about direct; 
negotiations -between all the sides, ; 
while taking care to use his position 
as host only when necessary, to inter- 
vene. Herein lies the secret of his 
success in creating and maintaining 
ties between Israel and Egypt, and 
be has acted similarly as fer as Hosni 
Mubarak's latest initiative is con- 
cerned.' 


THE EFFORT to promote meetings 
between Israelis' and Palestinians, 
(and especially with PLO repre- 
sentatives) is, in itself, a complex 
and difficult exercise, which presup- 
poses a recognition of the Palesti- 
nians as a central factor in the con- 
flict and of the PLO as a representa- 
tive body. There is no need to.add 
public declarations which can only 
add difficulties. 

Repeated meetings between 
Israeli and Palestinians on' various 
levels have great value. Bringing 
together the responsible political 
leaders at the head of the pyramid 
can only occur at a later stage and 
after extensive and far-reaching pre- 
paratory work on the emotional and 
intellectual atmosphere. Meetings of 


-'intellectuals, memberv of pario?-; 
ment- journalists , and qthCTmem- ,- . 
-hereof the elite of the, two sides wfll 
be valuable both in cxjtmnuawatixrg . 
Ideas on each side and in bnngmg 
■ nearer the - possibility of "^t hinkin g . 
. the unthinkable” - that.is the pdsa-i 
Trifity at foe end of'foe process that" 
direct negotiations wflltake - place 
. between did leaders of the two peO- ’ 

- pies at the centre of foe conflict; : 

At the' Bonn assemblage* The 

• Israelis and foe Priestfriians metpnfy 
.• by. chance." when some of the latter 

arrived -at foe hotel" in which foe 
meetings were being held W. foe - 
final evening of foe Israeh part ofthe 
, talks; informal And tmptanned'talks 
Xterc held. Ir is .time fpr an open aril 

• direct meeting.- a masting wImc^ 
would allow both parties to deepen 
the ‘extent of theft closeness. arid .. 

. imctereianding, and in such a process L 
i foe European? have, a crucial role to ® ‘ 

" A ’i’ • T - . 

The diplomatic term '‘mediation’’ 
does not exclude the necessity of the 
mediator’s Suggesting his own for- 
mulas for the promotion of the pro- . 
cess. Therabst successful Mid- 
dle East mediator. Dr. Ralph Buff- 
che, worked- along these Knes. This 
system could be termed "active 

- mediation” or “Initiating media- 
tion." ' *■ 

'■ But the act of mediation belongs 
to the stage in' which a politicil ’■ 
negotiation S taking places making ■ 
use of the; services "of third | parts- 
Between us and the Palestinians no 
negotiations tire, as yet, In the 
offing; and there is. therefore, ^30 
reason to think in tenruj pf thefunc- 
; tiori of a mediator.. At; the present 
stage, what is needed is first of all an 
initiative to_ bring ahout a dialogue, 
an initiative to release the sides from 
the. taboo ruler that paralyse them ¥ 
today. This stage - of foawing the 
-ice, remoyingpfetadesandbuildix^ 

a willingness, to try the road of nego- 
tiation - needs foe assistance of a 
third party as convener dhd host ^ 
and the Europeans may .have in this 
area a wide add fruitful field df 
activity'. “ ■ ^ 
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